l nsi de t hi

(n

The Presbyterian Way of Rife
Events & Announcemengst
Outreach

Community Events

Calendar

Christian Education

PYC

Child Care

Montessori

120 Broad Street
LaGrange, GA 3024p

Phoné 7068844064
Faxd 7068846021

First Presbyterian Ch{irgh

fpclagrange@bellsouth.ge
www.fpclagrange.org

Easter at First Presbyterian Church

Springtime and Easter seem to be rushing to us. Back in Ohio, it seemed
to take a long time for Spring to really get going. For weeks we had in-between
weather, not freezing but brisk. In LaGrange, the brisk phase of Springtime lasts
for 20 minutes. Suddenly, surprisingly warm temperatures, greening lawns and
trees accompany early blossoms in our instantaneous Spring time.

Easter approaches at the wusual pad
cord early Easter, seems downright lazy this round. At present, we are midway
through our Lenten sermon series, 0Br
day, April 5, 2009, we wi | | be cel ebr
launching of Holy Week. Between the services on Palm Sunday, we will hold
our annual Easter Brunch. The Social Committee moved the brunch date from
Easter to Palm Sunday last yeafi an inspired decision. We had a record crowd
on Palm Sunday and then repeated the feat the following Sunday on Easter.

Wedre going to follow the same plan t Hi

day allows congregants the opportunity to enjoy Easter Day with family as
much as possible. | certainly appreciate the efforts of the Social Committee,
chaired by Betty Yarbrough, in putting together our Palm Sunday Brunch, espe-

cially impressive this year because we still have not hired a Church Hostess.

I SSuUee
By the time read-

ers receive the paper|
copy of this newslet- rian Church. As in
ter, it is likely that the the past, we will
annual Easter Egg have only two ser-
Hunt (March 29) will vices. Many wor-
have already taken shippers find that
place. Much thanks the 8:30 a.m. service
to Hostess, Debbie is a good way to
Hutchinson and her avoid the much lar-
helpers for a great ger crowd that gath-

crowded and popu-
lar at First Presbyte-

program for the children. ers at 11:00 a.m.

Later in Holy Weekii April I &m excited abou
9thfi we will observe Maundy Thursday sermon series on th
Worship with communion. Maundy (not rising from the dead opens to us the
Monday) is derived from the Latin word great vista of God®o
mandatumwhich means mandate. The over all power to hurt and destroy.

Omandated of Ma undy | Habter ralsodopens to door §oeour own
sus® Last Supper c o nneema lifetahdagteat Hopesfar the destis

love one another. As always, our nation of human history. The problem
Maundy Thursday service is a rich mix is that we rarely really explore eternal
of traditional elements which commemo- life or the ultimate Christian hope for
rate Jesus®6 | ast ni ¢ thé wondi That wilhchamge this Easter-p |
his struggle in the Garden of Geth- tide (50 days after Easter Day) season.

semane, and his arrest. Our service be- Our sermons will explore at some depth
gins at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. The not only our own personal prospects for
Wednesday night program is cancelled everlasting life, but also what we may
during Holy Week. hope for in world history.

Easter Dayil April 12thii is always
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Doug DeCelle




The Presbyd

oCalvin at Five Hundredod

Dr. DeCelle will be reflecting in this space on what it means to serve
and worship as a Presbyterian

| was startled to discoverii scanning a | eadership of Sout her n (F
Time Magazinan Publix last weekii that Calvin- president Al Mohl!l er . Pi
ism was Qamed as one of Ti medd ' I de B the majesty and sovereignty of God and
Changing the World Right {Ngy-6n doctiindslotptovldertdlind pre-
Presbyterianism is among the church strains destination. These latter ideas attribute to God
deeply influenced by Calvin, the 16™ century ultimate control over who will be saved and
French church reformer and theologian. Curi- also how history will come out.
ous that in this 500"y ear of Cal vinds b pdyhiblic ides afe not without their
ideas are still stirring up excitement and contro- critics and where Calvinism has become
versy. According to Time, the resurgence of strong, controversy often follows. These days,
Calvinism is not happening in Presbyterian controversy revolves around
churches. I t oS a Bapti st Schol astic Cal vini
(mostly) phenomenon.  And tence that God alone chooses
i todos big! Thogde interested inwhoisamonghiselect. The
Calv_inism are high - believer seems to make no
commitment,  brainy, young contribution to his or her own
evangelicals who are gravitat- salvation. Apparently, there
ing to this historically -rooted, are quite a number of conser-
intellectually meaty stream of vative churches today strug-
Protestantism. gling with these ideas.

|l 6ve been falscinated by Hereds what the
what appears to be significant about. Some Calvinists have
change afoot in conservative, distilled their ideas of salva-
(?vangellcal ch,urches. By _ tion to a five-point formula
oc.hangeo I mean member ship that took its original shape in
decline, reduced prominence in the Dutch Reformed Church
the 2008 election, and internal in about 1618. Developed at
di ssent by the oemeTn gl N0 the now-famous Synod of
movement. ' had .not expected.that. Dort, this doctrine (appearing a cen-
yet another dimension of change is this upsurge tury after John Calvin wrote), reduced salva-
of interest in Calvinism. tion to a logical formula. The elements of this

o ltdés important to not gmbivikl: 1)T8d Bdpivity® 3F unkohdi-

multi -faceted. The brand of Calvinism catching tional Election; 3) Limited Atonement; 4) Irre-
fire is a distilled versdpR cfde; did? b)VPeldetanck BotHed Nt
known as Scholastic Calvinism.  Generally, Saints. At the risk of over-simplification, this
young evangelicals are gravitating to the minis- scheme, under the acronym, TULIP, means
try of people like John Piper, (the preaching that people are helpless in their sin and God is
minister of the Bethlehem Baptist Church in entirely responsible to choose, save, and sus-
Minneapolis); Mark Driscoll, (Pastor of the t ain hi s el ect ones. Wh

trendy Mars Hill Churches in Seattle); and the points of (Continued on Page 12)



