
December 

2008  

 
First Presbyterian Church 

120 Broad Street 
LaGrange, GA 30240 

 
Phoneð706-884-4064 
Faxð706-884-6021 

fpclagrange@bellsouth.net 
www.fpclagrange.org 

Inside this issueé 
 

From the Pastor  2 

Events & Announcements  3-5 

PYC   6-7 

Advent / Christmas 8-10 

PFC     11 

Outreach 12 

Childrenôs Ministry 13 

Child Care 14 

Montessori 15 

Christmas at First Presbyterian 
 

 As usual, we have 

a busy and substantial 

holiday season on tap, 

including a brand new 

highlight ñthe Christ-

mas Candlelight Dinner 

slated for December 

21st at 5:30 p.m.  This 

latter event will mark 

the finish to  Suzanne 

Adamsõ tenure as our church hostess. 

 Wednesday nights will continue during the Christmas sea-

sonña practice started two years ago.  In addition to the usual 

Wednesday night activities, we will enjoy three special services:  the 

Favorite Carol Service (December 3rd); Blue Christmas (December 

10th); and Family Advent Communion (December 17th).  The Choir 

Cantata, òSavior of the Nations, Comeó will be presented on two 

Sundays this December ñDecember 7th at 11:00 a.m. and Decem-

ber 21st at 8:30 a.m.  This arrangement permits worshippers to ex-

perience two different types of services on those days.  This is the 

time when worshippers will want to attend both services.  As for the  

cantata ñit is a mix of traditional Christmas music and stunning 

readings from Dietrich Bonhoeffer.  For instance, these verses:   

òThe Turning Around of All Thingsó 

We are talking about the birth of a child,  
 not the revolutionary act of a strong man,  
 not the breathtaking discovery of a sage,  
 not the pious act of a saint.  

       (Continued on page 2)  



From the Pastor 
(Continued from page 1)  

 It really passes all understanding:  

  The birth of a child  
   is to bring the great turning around of all things,  
   is to bring salvation and redemption to the whole human race.  
 What  

  kings and statesmen,  
  philosophers and artists,  
  founders of religions and moral teachers  
   vainly strive for,  

 now comes about through a newborn child.  
 

 As for my sermons during Advent, on November 30th, the first Sunday of Advent,     

I will speak about òPutting the World to Rights.ó  We will explore how the coming of  

Jesus holds the promise for restoring the whole world to Godõs design.   

 On December 7th, the second Sunday of Advent, Iõll preach at the 8:30 a.m. service 

on the topic òIn Maryõs Footsteps.ó  I want to show how Maryõs entire life provides a  

useful pattern for fully receiving Christ.   

 On December 14th, the third Sunday of Advent, weõll look at another Christmas    

personality with the topic òThe Herod Within.ó  King Herod, with his brutality towards 

the children of Bethlehem, may arise out of feelings and attitudes we also possess.   

 On December 21st, the fourth Sunday of Advent, I would like to explore òGodõs    

Human Face,ó a sermon about how the humanness of Jesus draws us into the healing    

and freedom that God wishes to give us.   

 As is our tradition, we will be lighting the Advent wreath on each of the four        

Sundays leading up to Christmas at both services.  

 Christmas Eve will be celebrated at First Church with our traditional òFestival of 

Carols and Candlelight,ó at both 6:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m.  That service  has become 

briefer in the last two years to accommodate busy family schedules.  Nevertheless, we 

still include communion at both services.  Worship at 11:00 p.m. is a timeless Christ-

mas tradition ñoften the favorite Christmas service of college students home for the  

holidays.  

 And by way of a final tradition, Dr. Conine will be our preacher and worship leader 

on Sunday, December 28th.  

 I look forward to another great Christmas season with this wonderful congregation.  

Doug DeCelle  


