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Inside First Presbyterian 
From the Pastor  

 Advent 2011, starting early this year, November 27, will be the longest possible holi-

day season before Christmasð28 days.  Advent is both a time of thanksgiving for the gift of 

the Christ child in the manger and it is a time of hope for breakthroughs of peace and fairness 

as the kingdom comes into the world.  Ultimately, Advent anticipates Christôs final coming.  

Accordingly, Advent beckons us to a spirituality of expectation and also alertness. 

 First Presbyterian Church, as laid out on the chart in this newsletter, is planning its 

traditional busy Advent season.  Our holiday period will culminate with the two Christmas 

Eve services slated for 6:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m.  Since Christmas falls on Sunday the follow-

ing day, we are deeming the late evening worship to be the first service of Christmas.  In 

turn, on the morning of December 25th, we will have only the 11:00 a.m. service. 

 Advent this year takes place against 

the backdrop of a gratifying fresh commu-

nity awareness of the poverty in our midst.  

One indicator of a growing willingness to 

tackle the problem of distressed families 

was a brainstorming meeting of LaGrange 

social service providers in our building on 

November 9th.  The meeting was sponsored 

by our own staff.  The service providers  

will reconvene in January.  Even more sig-

nificantly, community leaders are working 

to introduce to LaGrange the Move the 

Mountain model of community action to 

address poverty.  Begun in 1992, Move the 

Mountain surrounds poor families with 

ñcirclesò of neighbors possessing various 

skills.  Circles work to coach struggling 

people toward self-reliance and well-being.  

An inaugural meeting of the Move the 

Mountain initiative took place on November 

10 with a very impressive crowd of La-

Grange residents attending.  The prospect of 

a community-wide effort on behalf of hard-

living neighbors is surely something that 

can inspire advent hope this Christmas. 

 One additional note: The Seekers, 

Celebrations, Bible Explorers, and Fellow-

ship adult classes will be postponing the 

startup of the Winter Term until January 8, 

2012.  On that date, the four classes will be 

studying ñOut of Babylon,ò this yearôs Bible 

Study topic.  Zeroing in on the Babylonian 

Exile as narrated and interpreted in the Old 

Testament, this class will delve into what is 

arguably the Old Testament equivalent to the 

Easter drama in the New Testament.  While 

the story of the Babylonian Exile is scattered 

over several books, it is the historical up-

heaval that brought both Judaism and the He-

brew Bible as we know them into being.  The 

Jewish faith rose out of the ashes of the Exile.  

Post-exilic Palestine became the grand stage 

on which the drama of the Christ event took 

place.  Anyone interested in an advanced taste 

of the importance of the Exile, can go to the 

Adult Education section of the Church Web 

Site and click the link to an hour long video 

titled, ñBy the Rivers of Babylon.ò  A worthy 

New Yearôs resolution this year would be to 

join the adult program in a class of your 

choice (9:45 a.m. on Sundays) and begin by 

discovering how Judaism arose from the ashes 

of complete destruction and how in that situa-

tion its bible significantly came into being. 

 

In Christ,  Doug   



Regular Events 

¶ Discoveries Snack Sacks:  On the last Thursday of each 

month, the Discoveries Class provides a sack, filled with 

nutritional, non-perishable food items, for soup kitchen 

recipients. They also include hygiene kits and would 

greatly appreciate donations of hygiene kits or individual 

items. Simply assemble hygiene items such as soap, 

shampoo, deodorant, toothbrushes, dental floss, clean-

sing wipes, combs, brushes, hand sanitizers, wash-

cloths, tissues, into Ziploc bags to help us serve the ba-

sic needs of our community.  Items may be dropped 

off in the Snack Sack tub by the parlor.   

Weekly Events:  
 
Menõs Bible Study - Every Wednesday @ 6:45 a.m.  
The Menôs Bible Study group meets Wednesday mornings at 6:45 
a.m. in the small dining room. A complimentary breakfast is served to 
all participants. All are invited.   

 

Exercise Class - Monday, Wednesday, & Friday  
The First Presbyterian exercise class, sponsored by the Health Minis-
try Committee, meets  Mondays at 2:00 p.m., Wednesdays  at 9:30 
a.m., and Fridays at 9:30 a.m. The leaders of this class are Janis Kish 
and Jane Foster. Classes are open to all ages, although designed with 
the 55 year old and older age group in mind.   

Prayer Partners for December  
The Prayer Partner Ministry provides sup-
port and encouragement through daily 
prayer. Members in this ministry agree to 
pray for and with their partner daily.  Per-
sonal contacts are also encouraged as a 
way to utilize the gift of prayer.  If you are 
interested in participating in this ministry, 
please contact the church office at  
706-884-4064.  
  

Becky Weilð Rae Loyd 
Margaret Maddoxð Betsy Moultrie 
Becky Mooreð Frankie Newman 
Sibyl Slagleð  Lynda Brock  
Polly Smithð  Eileen Cowart 
Ginny Kyleð  Kim Crawford 
Meredith Kennedyð  Carolyn Baldwin 
Charles Maddox ï  Judy Boggus 
 Jo Fennð Bonita Stokes  
Deb Parkerï  Suzanne Adams 
Dot Lancasterð  Gail Nichols 
Ellen Buttsð  Jeanie Ayers 
Zelda Jonesð  Debbie Hutchinson 
Helen Soderbergð Peggy Pulver 
Becky Donahueð Debbie Burdette 
Judy Yarbroughð Sharon Newton  

¶ Help keep those in need warm during the cold-weather 

months!  Discoveries is collecting new and/or gently used 

blankets to distribute to FPC's soup kitchen recipients for 

Christmas.  At least 100 blankets are needed so please take a 

peak into your linen closet! Please drop them into the labeled 

box by the parlor.   

¶ Meals on Wheels:  Let's remember our Homebound Seniors 

this Christmas Season!  Meals on Wheels is seeking cards, 

small gift items such as boxed chocolates, hot chocolate 

packets, tissues, ornaments, to be given to our Meals on 

Wheels recipients by our volunteer drivers Christmas 

week.  Items can be delivered to a marked box by the breeze-

way.  Many thanks!   

Thursday Lunch Program  

We want to thank all the members of First 

Presbyterian Church for being so supportive 

during the loss of Peggy Countess.  We appre-

ciate all of the food that was brought to the 

reception, as well as all the people that 

worked to make the service so memorable.    

The Countess Family & Patsy 

¶ Thursday Lunch Program is in need of a male presence dur-

ing the 3rd, & 4th Thursday of each month during the Soup 

Kitchen, 11:15-12.  The 1st, 2nd, & 5th Thursdays are currently 

covered each month by volunteers.  Please prayerfully consider 

filling one of these volunteer shifts.  If you're interested, please 

contact Julie Patton at juliepatton76@hotmail.com 

Greetings from VA!  We are doing well!  We just 

had our first snow at the end of October - just a 

heavy dusting.  A hard freeze zapped my flower 

garden last night!   
 

Iôm slowly getting involved in Lexington Presbyte-

rian Church.  Everyone has been welcoming, and 

Iôm in the choir now. 
 

So many friends from First Presbyterian were so 

kind to send us 50th Anniversary cards.  Thank 

you!  We enjoyed a happy day with family.    
 

I miss you all and God bless you!  Marilyn Muller 

mailto:juliepatton76@hotmail.com


Upcoming Events 
Presbyterian Women 

Monday, December 12th 
 

Coordinating Team meeting at 9:00 

a.m. in the meeting room.  The General 

Meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. with 

coffee in the Fellowship Hall.  At 10:20 

a.m. the meeting will move to the  

Sanctuary to enjoy a program by the Montessori stu-

dents.  Lunch will follow in the fellowship for $3.00 a 

person.  The mission emphasis this month is the Dove 

Tree.  

  

The Presbyterian Women are collecting soda cans and 

tabs, cell phones and ink cartridges to help with the utili-

ties at the Ronald McDonald.  Boxes are located at the 

front office and by the elevator. 

'Tis the Season to be Jolly  
 

 Come Join the  
Presbyterian Women  

at  
Anita Holle's  

 
Monday, December 19th  

4 p.m. - 6 p.m.  
881 Piney Woods Drive  

 
(All ladies of First Presbyterian 

Church are invited)  

New Church Directory Coming Soon! 

We are excited to announce that we are 

going to create a new pictorial directory 

of our church family through Olan 

Mills.  The directory will help us to con-

nect names with faces.  It will be an ideal 

outreach tool and will capture the history 

of our church congregation.  Please par-

ticipate!  All that we ask is that you have 

your picture taken by the professional 

photographer and meet with a portrait 

consultant at the church.   

 

The scheduled dates for photography and 

viewing are December 7, 8, 9, 10 and 

January 4, 5, 6, 7.   A $25 gift certificate 

will be given to each family who is pho-

tographed.   

There will not be a Pastorôs  

Luncheon in December.   

The next Pastorôs Luncheon will be 

on January 23rd at 12:00 noon. 

Christmas Brunch 

Sunday, December 11th 

9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

 

Join us for family fellowship!  

There will be no Sunday School 

on this day.  All ages are invited. 



Christian Education  

Childrenôs Library 
Please visit the new shelf in the childrenôs library in the breezeway.  In memory 
of Peggy Countess, the Christian Education council has purchased 72 new 
books for ages 8-12.  Some of the new books include: 

Î The Sugar Creek Gang Series:  Sugar Creek, Indiana. Once your child 

joins in the faith-building adventures of Bill Collins and the rest of the gang, 
they'll discover that Sugar Creek is anything but a quiet little town.  

Î Red Rock Mysteries Series:  Bryce and Ashley Timberline are normal 

teenage twins, except for one thing--they discover action-packed mystery 
wherever they go. Whether it's searching for a missing writer or fearing for 
their lives at the bottom of a canyon, Bryce and Ashley never lose their 
taste for adventure. Wanting to get to the bottom of any mystery, these 
twins find themselves on a nonstop search for the truth.  

Î The inspiring Light Keepers books for girls and boys: Children will see that 

some of the greatest people in Christian history were once kids just like 
them who grew up to influence the lives around them. When they read sto-
ries about great men and women of faith, they'll be encouraged to change 
the world!  

WHEN:  Sunday, November 27, 5:00-6:30pm 

WHERE:  Fellowship Hall 

WHAT WILL WE DO AT THE FAMILY ADVENT WORKSHOP?  

We will discuss the meaning of Advent and light the first weekôs  Advent 

candle together.  Each family will make an advent wreath to take home.  

Other craft projects are designed to be keepsake crafts that can be used to 

decorate your home year after year.  They also make great gifts for grand-

parents or other family members.  We will end the evening with supper 

together.   

How do we help our children prepare their hearts during the  Advent 

season?  It requires an active decision to focus on preparing our hearts 

and homes for the coming Christ.  Join us as we celebrate this exciting 

time together. 

Family Advent Workshop  
Brought to you by the Christian  

Education Council  



3 & 4 Year Old Class 
 

During Sunday school each week, your preschooler will learn Bible truths while playing games and participating in 
age appropriate activities. Sunday school is a great time for your preschooler to make friends, have fun, and build 
a spiritual foundation for life.   
 

This monthôs lessons:  Jesus is Born  
 

Preschoolers love the celebration of Christmas with its glittery decorations 
and enticing packages, the special foods that fill our tables, and the hospi-
tality shared with family and friends.  It takes extra effort to bring our chil-
dren past the glitter, the gifts, and the abundance to the true meaning of 
Christmas.  This monthôs lessons demonstrate the wonder of Jesusô coming 
and point them to the true meaning of Christmasðthe arrival of Jesus, 
Godôs promised Savior and the most special gift of all. 
 

Children who are 3 or 4 years old as of 9/1/11 may join us in room 320 in 
the Gallant building at 9:45am.  Teachers:  Lynn Wolfe, Rebecca Hender-
son, and Emily Tomlinson.  

K- 5th Grade  
 

Location:   Third floor of the Gallant Building (Check the bulletin board for your room number)  
 

Time:  9:45am to 10:45am every Sunday      Age: Children who are  5 by 9/1/11 through 5th grade  
 

CHRIST REVEALED: Christmas Seen through Symbols  
November 27 through January 1st  
 

 

Children can easily be distracted by the commercial side of Christmas.  As 
Christian educators, we need to reveal the true meaning of Christmas to 
them.  In this unit Christôs birth and life are revealed through Christmas sym-
bols today.  Children learn that many of the symbols they see decorating their 
homes, store windows, and streets have deeper meaning than the secular 
symbols they have become and point to Jesusô birth.  Children also learn the 
importance of telling the Christmas story to others.. 
 
 
 

This unit includes Video, Media Production, Computer, Bible Knowledge, 
Math, and Puppetry workshops. 

 

Teachers:  Willis Blakely, Lucas Whitney, Jay Butts, Caroline Davidson, Kerri Vice, and Natalie Doerr. 
 
Trainer, Betty Yarbrough, and James Tomlinson 

Childrenõs Sunday School 

Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart 

from it. (Proverbs 22:6)  

Childrenôs Church 

12/04 Broderick Polk 

12/11 Patton  Robinson 

12/18 Zwilling  Headrick-Bailey 



                 SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27 ð FIRST  SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
 

Sunday, 
11/27 

 
 
 

 

8:30 a.m. 
11:00 a.m. 

 

9:45 a.m. 
 

 

5:00 - 6:30 p.m. 

 

Worship  
 
 

Sunday School  
 
 

Family Advent Workshop  
Supper, Crafts, Worship for children and families 

 

Sanctuary 
 

 
Classrooms 

 
 

Fellowship Hall  

 

Wednesday,  
 11/30 

 

5:15 - 6:15 p.m. 
 

6:15 - 6:45 p.m. 
 

  

Wednesday Night Dinner - Hot Chicken Salad 
 

ñFavorite Carol Serviceò 
Come and sing the season in! 

 
 

 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Sanctuary 

                  SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4ð SECOND  SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
 

Sunday, 12/4  
 
 

 

8:30 a.m. 
11:00 a.m. 

 

9:45 a.m.  
 
 

6:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Worship  
 
 

Sunday School  
 
 

PYC Supper  
Middle School & High School PYC -  

Shop for Adopted Christmas Families 

 

Sanctuary 
 
 

Classrooms 
 
 

Fellowship Hall 

 

Wednesday,  
12/7 

 

5:15 - 6:15 p.m. 
 

6:15 - 6:45 p.m. 
 

 

Wednesday Night Dinner - Chicken Strips 
 

ñBlue Christmasò - This service of reflection and 

candle lighting helps us remember that Christmas is 
not all tinsel and Santa, but also bittersweet for every-
one who has had to say goodbye to a loved one or 
friend.  Regular classes will be held for children and 
youth.  

 

 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Sanctuary 

ADVENT AND  CHRISTMAS EVENTS 2011 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, LAGRANGE 



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11ð THIRD  SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
 

Sunday, 12/11  
 
 

 

8:30 a.m. 
11:00 a.m. 

 

9:30 a.m. 
 
 
 

 
6:00 p.m. -  
7:30 p.m. 

 

Worship  
 

 
Christmas Brunch - No Sunday School 

All ages are invited to attend 
 

Middle School to Poplar Creek  
 

PYC Supper  
PYC High School and Middle School  

Wrap Gifts for Adopted Family 

 

Sanctuary 
 

 
Fellowship Hall 

 
 
 
 

Fellowship Hall 

 

Wednesday, 
12/14 

 

5:15 - 6:15  p.m. 
 

6:15 - 6:45 p.m. 

 

Wednesday Night Dinner - Beef Burgandy 
 

Childrenôs Christmas Pageant 
 

 

 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Sanctuary 

 

Sunday,  
12/18 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday,  
12/22 

 
 

 

8:30 a.m. 
11:00 a.m. 

 
 

6:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

11:00 a.m. 
 
 

 

 

Worship  

 
 
 

High School and Middle School PYC Supper  
Deliver Christmas gifts  

 
 

Thursday Lunch Program -  
Middle School help with Soup Kitchen 

 

Sanctuary 
 

 
 

Fellowship Hall 
 
 
 
 

Fellowship Hall 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 -  FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

 

Christmas  
Eve 

12/24 
 

     

6:00 p.m. 
11:00 p.m.        

 

Christmas Eve  
Candlelight Communion Service  

6:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m.       

 
Nursery available at the 6:00 p.m. service  

 

Sanctuary 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24  -  CHRISTMAS EVE  

 
Sunday, 12/25  

 
11:00 a.m. 

  

 

Sunday Worship  
 

No Children or Youth Sunday School 
No Middle or High School evening activities 

   
Sanctuary 

   SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25 -  CHRISTMAS DAY  



Christmas Mission 

Deaconsõ Love Fund Offering  
 

This offering will be collected during both Christmas Eve services  and will 

go toward the First Presbyterian Deaconsô Love Fund. The Deaconsô Love 

Fund provides much needed support to individuals in the Troup County  

area. The Love Fund makes a monthly donation to LaGrange Personal Aid 

so they can provide assistance to the less fortunate in the community.  In 

addition to LaGrange Personal Aid, money is also available to individuals 

who come to the church in need of assistance.  This fund provides money 

for food, clothing and other basic necessities for those who have a short 

term need or crisis in their lives.  Any size donation is welcome and will 

make a difference in someone's life.  

                       THE DOVE TREE 

THE DOVE TREE,  sponsored by the Witness & Service Council, is 

decorated with white doves, each with the name of a child and gift sug-

gestions for that child. Each child has two doves, one dove with their 

ñwishò list and one dove with their ñneedsò list.  

 

The object of the tree is to ñundecorateò it by taking the dove off the tree, purchasing and wrap-

ping the gift suggested, and placing it under the tree. Please remember to put the dove with 

the childôs name on the gift and place it under the tree no later than December 18th.  

 

On the back of each dove you will find the e-mail address and phone number of Dana Countess 

who is heading up this project. Please contact her with the name on your dove so we can con-

firm that each child is accounted for. For your convenience, we are decorating two trees, one 

will be on the second floor breezeway of the Gallant Building and the other in the narthex. 

 

Our list of deserving families in the community that need our assistance comes from teachers, 

counselors, and principals at local schools. The families chosen are truly in need of help during 

this Holiday season.  Many of the children chosen will have only the gifts that you so gener-

ously supply, as there are no other organizations or churches helping these families.  Thank you 

for your participation! 



Thanksgiving Baskets  
We had a wonderful response to the 
Thanksgiving baskets.  We provided 53 
baskets to children and needy families 
at Berta Weathersbee school. The staff 
in charge was so grateful. 
  
Kroger was terrific.  They gathered the 
groceries, decorated big boxes, filled 
them, wrapped them in cellophane, and 
their staff helped us load them in three 
SUVs and a panel truck which our com-
mittee along with the 
school staff unloaded at Berta.  

  
The Witness and Service Council is very appreciative of the response our church.   
This effort will make a big difference to the families on Thanksgiving! 

  

Witness & Service 



First Presbyterian Child Care  
PLEASE VISIT OUR HALLS AND SEE THE BEAUTIFUL 

FAMILY PLATE ORNAMENTS 


