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Introduction
Our focus in this lesson is during the reign of Jehu and the successors in his dynasty who brought Israel—the northern kingdom to the height of its power and wealth.  Unfortunately, this assent was purchased at the price of compromise of the faith inherited from Moses—a factor that the prophets Amos and Hosea are alert to.  (see historical chart)
The revolution of Jehu
Introduction: Jehu was a military leader who was authorized to become king by the prophet, Elisha.  Jehu took advantage of his predecessor’s unpopularity by shooting Joram with an arrow to the heart, killed Ahaziah of Judah, threw queen Jezebel out of a window, and decapitated Ahab’s seventy sons.
The Religious Side of the Revolution
Jehu was not simply a murderous tyrant.  He was motivated by a zeal to purify Israel of its lapses into worshipping false gods
Problems of Foreign Policy
Governing proved to be a challenge for Jehu greater than simply coming to power.
He had alienated the Southern Kingdom of Judah and exposed his Kingdom of Israel to attack from 
     Jehu paying homage to Shalmaneser III
Syria
At length, Jehu ends up paying protection         
tribute to Shalmaneser III of Assyria to save his throne.
The fortunes of Israel improve under Jehoash.  Assyria and Syria had fought to a stalemate and Israel defeated Judah reducing it to vassalage.  
All of this brought on the northern kingdom’s greatest period of prosperity under Jeroboam II.
The Age of Jeroboam II
Introduction: Under Jeroboam the northern kingdom (Israel) extended its borders to their greatest extent and his nation enjoyed the greatest prosperity ever
A Time of Prosperity
The price of Israel’s prosperity and influence was that an oppressive social pyramid grew up with much poverity at the bottom.
The worship of Baal seemed to go hand-in-hand with the prosperity for kingdom and the upper classes.  
Both Amos and Hosea railed against these developments and the clear violation of the Mosaic tradition that had developed in the Northern empire.
The Northern Mosaic Tradition
The basic faith of Moses was by no means absent or dead in the north.  Consequently, Hosea and Amos invoked a familiar tradition and a somewhat sympathetic hearing from people who had preserved the tradition of Moses.
It is out of this tradition and culture that the E source of the OT arises.
 The Herdsman from Tekoa[image: ]
Extent of Jeroboam’s Reign

Introduction: Amos, born in Judah, the southern kingdom, was active during Jeroboam II’s reign.
Amos declined to identify himself as a prophet, but nevertheless bore a resemblance to prophets      [image: ]
                  Amos
like Nathan, Elijah, and Micaiah.
Amos was the first prophet whose oracles come to us in written form.  His book is a compilation of little units spoken by the prophet on different occasions.
Amos directed his message to the northern kingdom but was equally conscious of Judah
Yahweh’s Sovereignty over the Nations
During Amos’ time Assyria had not recovered its strength.  Nevertheless, Amos saw God moving in the Assyrian menace.
Amos affirms that God is sovereign over not only Israel but also over the small nations that surround Israel.
God is universally sovereign.
Amos is skilled at invoking memories of Israel’s past to pass judgment on its present.
Covenant Promises and Threats
Amos is a vigorous upholder of the Mosaic tradition.   It was a mistake, so insisted Amos, to assume that just because the people were God’s special chosen that God would also give prosperity, victory and prestige over other nations.
The peoples’ desire for the day of the lord carried with it potential for God’s judgment.
And since YHWH controlled the movement of all nations, he would raise one of them to be the instrument of diving judgment.
Amos points out that the Syrians and the Philistines, Israel’s enemies were brought into their national homelands and yet did not always give them what they wanted
Because Israel is specially known by God she can not plead ignorance, and must stand under a more severe judgment than any other nation.
The Threat of Doom
There is very little positive in Amos’ prophecy
Amos even composes a little funeral dirge about Israel
Fallen, no more to rise,
Is the virgin Israel 
forsaken on her land
With none to upraise her—Amos 5.1-2
Amos’ vision was that Israel, though seemingly healthy, inwardly was diseased with a malignant cancer of social crimes and unfaithfulness to her calling as the people of Yahweh.  In God’s economy she could not long endure.
Symptoms of Sickness
The injustices that Amos points up with such energy are wealthy merchants trampling on the heads of the poor and defenseless, public leaders reveling in luxury; sophisticated ladies selfishly urging their husbands on. 
Amos felt that the existing cult—mosaic religion polluted with borrowed local worships--was the source of Israel’s sickness and that sweeping reform needed to happen.
A call to Repentance
The point of Amos’ prophecy is to call people back to faithfulness through repentance and reform.
God had failed to that point in persuading the people to return.  Therefore a more profound rendezvous was coming.  “…Prepare to meet your God, O Israel!”
The people needed to hear the word of divine judgment to shatter their complacency and false security
                          [image: ]
Hosea
The Prophecy of Hosea
Introduction: The background for the prophet Hosea is the rise of Tiglath-Pileser III who seized the Assyrian throne and awakened Assyria from fifty years of lethargy and set a military program in motion that led to Assyria’s string of conquests that reached as far as Egypt.
The last group of kings of the northern kingdom reigned in this atmosphere of instability.
They were short lived and usually died by violence.   They also had to deal with and pay tribute to Assyria to survive.  This in turn was very unpopular with all classes of Israelites.
This culminated with the ending of the Northern Kingdom.
                                       [image: ]
Tiglath-Pileser III
Hosea’s Optimism of Grace
Hosea’s prophetic career overlapped two eras: the last part of the age of Jeroboam II and the period of political instability that followed his death in 746 b.c.
Like Amos, Hosea was a prophet of doom.  In contrast with Amos, Hosea balanced his word of judgment with promise of restoration.
His message was an optimism of grace grounded solely in Yahweh’s love for his people.
Hosea’s Marriage
The key to interpretation of Hosea is the story of his marriage to Gomer.
The broad outline of Hosea’s marriage is that he married, had children whom he named strange names, and then suffered when Gomer went bad by selling herself into prostitution.
This experience the prophet uses as an object lesson for Israel’s betrayal of her God.
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Gomer—Hosea’s Wife
The Broken Covenant
Hosea was the first to compare Israel’s covenant with a marriage.
Basically, the wife that God had chosen, namely Israel, had become a prostitute.
The Inner Flaw
The two concepts that characterize Hosea’s prophecy are hesed (love) and “the knowledge of God.”
Hosea insisted that Israel did not know God and that this deficiency was the root of her problems.
From the very first, Israel’s history was a sordid and shameful story of the betrayal of God’s love.
As a consequence an historical catastrophe awaited unfaithful Israel that would make possible a new beginning and an opportunity to for Israel to know God and know health again
The Triumph of Love
The deepest note struck in the book of Hosea is the proclamation that God’s “wrath” or judgment is redemptive.
God’s purpose is not to destroy, but to heal, just as Hosea’s love was greater than Gomer’s infidelity, so was God’s love greater than Israel’s apostasy.
The Renewal of the Covenant
Hosea develops the theme of discipline through suffering.
Hosea sees a kind of return to the wilderness as the instrument of recovery for Israel.  The Exile would accomplish what the Sinai Wilderness did for the Israelites under Moses.
Here Yahweh would restore Israel to the relationship of a wife, betrothing her to himself in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love and in mercy.
Israel’s persistent infidelity would be conquered by a love stronger and deeper than hers, and she would know Yahweh in the relationship of a new covenant.
The Fall of the Northern Kingdom
Hosea’s words of warning and judgment became historical reality when in 721 b.c. Samaria fell at the hands of Assyria’s Sargon II.
He deported 27,290 Israelites into the region of Persia and repopulated Israel with colonists from Babylonia, Elam, and Syria.


Artifacts from Sargon’s Palace
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