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Inside First Presbyterian 
From the Pastor  

 Easter will mark the formal end 

to Loren Pinkermanõs wonderful ten-

ure as First Presbyterianõs Music Direc-

tor.  More importantly, Easter will also 

bring to a close Lorenõs longtime ser-

vice as a church musician in several 

congregations.    

Loren is a perfect expression of 

the òsongó of our congregation.  His 

musical ability and tastes, Christian 

commitment, and overall affability 

have matched our needs perfectly.  He 

is respected by the trained musicians in 

our music program, while not losing 

touch with the heart mu-

sic of those of us in the 

pews.  I appreciate the 

way the choir fills my of-

fice with laughter and ca-

maraderie just before 

every 11:00 a.m. serviceñ

a sure sign that morale is 

high.  I give credit to 

Loren for presiding over 

an altogether happy part 

of our program.  

 Fortunately, Loren 

plans to stay with First Presbyterian 

serving in other capacities.  His retire-

ment at this time returns to him and 

Pat the luxury of a òweekendó to 

spend with grandchildren and travel.  I 

know that I speak for the entire church 

in thanking Loren for his faithful and 

fruitful service.  

Doug DeCelle 

   (The following is a letter from Loren) 

First Presbyterian Church Family:  
In 1970 I was hired as Director of Mu-
sic at National Avenue Christian 
Church in Springfield, MO.  In the 
years since, I have served churches in 
Nebraska, North & South Carolina, 
and in Georgia.  It was in the fall of 
1999 that I began my duties here at 
First Presbyterian as your Director of 
Music.   
  
After much thought, consideration, 
and prayer, I have submitted my letter 
of resignation to the Session with my 
last Sunday as Director of Music being 
Easter.  Church music has been a 
calling for me and Iôve wrestled hard 
with that decision.  Indeed, I had 

planned to announce to 
the Session and to the 
Choir of my intentions last 
September, but I just could 
not bring myself to do it.  
The intellectual side of this 
decision was not difficult, 
but the emotional side was 
a struggle. 
  
My decision to retire from 
music ministry is largely 
predicated upon the fact 
that I am getting older.  
This month I will receive 

my first Social Security check.  Our 
daughter, Gina Coffey, is having some 
health issues in North Carolina; Patôs 
mother has surgery scheduled; my 
mother has also had some health is-
sues; and the grandchildren are grow-
ing up.  I feel that I need to be ñfreeò to 
travel anytime to be with family mem-
bers and friends.  After all, none of us 
is promised tomorrow and I want to be 
able to spend quality time with chil-
dren,  grandchildren, and friends while 
God grants me life here in this world.       
                    (Continued on Page 12)  

Loren Pinkerman 



Weekly Events:  

�x��Menõs Bible Study - Every Wednesday @ 6:45 a.m.  
 The Menôs Bible Study group meets Wednesday mornings at 6:45 a.m. in the small dining room. A complimentary 
 breakfast is served to all participants. The men are studying the Gospel According to Luke. All are invited.   
 

�x�� Exercise Class  
The First Presbyterian exercise class, sponsored by the Health Ministry Committee, meets  Mondays at 2:00 
p.m., Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m., and Fridays at 9:30 a.m. The leaders of this class are Janis Kish and Jane 
Foster. Classes are open to all ages, although designed with the 55 year old and older age group in mind.   

Regular Events 

Prayer Requests  
Prayer requests are printed in the weekly Sunday bulletin and can also be found on the church website under announcements.  A 
prayer request may be written on a blue card, located in the Narthex, and given to an usher before the service. Cards may also be 
placed in the offering plate or turned in to the church office. The following are on-going prayer requests for our adopted school, Berta 
Weathersbee and Military Personnel in Iraq - Asa Thurman, Major Philip S. Mullenix, M.D. - grandson of Margaret Schuyler; Lee 
Pearce - son-in-law of John & Betty Drinkard. 

Prayer Partners for February  
The Prayer Partner Ministry provides support and encouragement through daily prayer. Members in this minis-
try agree to pray for and with their partner daily.  Personal contacts are also encouraged as a way to utilize the 
gift of prayer.  If you are interested in participating in this ministry, please contact the church office at  
706-884-4064.  
  

Becky Weilð  Gail Nichols   Margaret Maddoxð Jeanie Ayers       Judy Yarbroughð Sharon Newton 
Sibyl Slagleð Debbie Burdette   Polly Smithð Peggy Pulver   Ginny Kyleð Debbie Hutchinson 
Meredith Kennedyð  Rae Loyd   Charles Maddoxï  Becky Donahue  Jo Fennð Frankie Newman 
Deb Parkerï Lynda Brock   Dot Lancasterð Betsy Moultrie  Ellen Buttsð  Eileen Cowart 
Zelda Jonesð Kim Crawford   Helen Soderbergð Carolyn Baldwin Becky Mooreð Judy Boggus 
Louise McDowellð  Bonita Stokes  Emily Parrishð Suzanne Adams   

Chancel Guild 
The Chancel Guild would like to thank all who gave memorial donations during the Christmas season.  The Guild will 
use these donations wisely. 
 

If you would like to have flowers placed in the Sanctuary in honor or memory of a loved one, you may call the church 
office or Janis Kish, calendar chair, at 706-882-3689.     
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Stop! Please be sure that your office paper and church bulletins (no staples and no plastic) are placed in the recycling 
containers at First Presbyterian Church. There is one on the 2nd floor near the elevator, one on the first floor near the 
Library, and one in the copy room near the office. The metal containers in the Narthex can also be used for church bul-
letins.  Lynn and Jett will be recycling in their offices as well.  And how about the aluminum cans? There is one re-
cycle container in the Fellowship Hall near the water fountain. 
These containers were purchased by the Fellowship Class to help us remember to recycle at First Presbyterian. If you 
see a need for additional containers, please, let Ann Beason know.  Volunteers from the Fellowship Class will pick up 
recyclables every week and take them to the Recycle Center on Lafayette Parkway and South Davis Road. 
Would you like to join the effort? Call Ann Beason at 706-882-3890 or e-mail  abeason@charter.net. Your help will 
be welcome! 


