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From the Pastor
With 2009 upon us, a raging financial crisis hopefully im-
proving, and the launch of a new presidency and many tall

challenges for the country, readers might also be wondering whaj is

in store for First Presbyterian Church in the coming months.

Hereds a rundown:

9 1ltds fAcrunch timeo for the ¢
and we will be seeing scaffolding and dust as we launch nece

sary restoration, which will need to be paid for. Look also for

capital funds campaign. A committee of the session has alregdy

been appointed.
1 A second committee has also been appointed to review the f

d

service program of the church in preparation for the replacemgnt

of retiring Suzanne Adams who has given us two good years

. 0 hurch hostess.
J STEhﬁ dre

C hur c hwovsv.fpelegangp.@)yggoys(increas-
ing trafflc a trend which should continue in 2009 as church
members increasingly find it helpful to obtain information and
updates online.

1 A task force examining the effectiveness of Sunday morning
education for children will likely leave that program intact and
turn attention to inaugurating ways to support parents of youn
children in our congregation.

i 1o Yqu groups for middle and high school youth will continue ta
enjoy strong participation.
9 The Abusinesso of the chur cHh

publicity, publications, and general organization, will be
smoother than ever due to the addition of Lynn Pauley as our

new office manager and a lineup of capable committee leaderg.
1 The strength of Wednesday nights will extend into 2009 due 1
rs,

the addition of guest speak
education for young children, and a vigorous Discoveries Clas
program

The new year is promising indeed and we launch into it
expecting that all the good things of 2008 will continue and the

expected growth in LaGrange and relief from the recession will figd

us in 12 months.

Doug DeCelle
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The Presbyi

OPresbyterians

Dr. DeCelle will be reflecting in this space on what it means to serve
and worship as a Presbyterian

The chaos in the economy and other
recent events have freshened my appreciation
for faith tradition that we, the readers of this
newsletter, enjoy, namely our Presbyterian
heritage. My intent is to reflect upon this heri-
tage in this and the remaining 2009 newslet-
ters.

There is a danger in any project that
seeks to stake out and celebrate our tradition.
Strictly speaking, there is neither a Presbyte-
rian way of life nor a distinct Presbyterian the-
ology. This fact is the first aspect of our ethos
that 106d | ike to
good Presbyterian if
rian. Our forebears in the Reformed
(Calvinistic) tradition have been most dis-
tinctly Presbyterian when they

and Ot her C

Hobbled by our smallness of spirit
and limited vision, we compensate by re-
specting the strengths and wisdom of fel-
low Christians. We also embrace the
Churchos entire hi
Holy Spirit has been as active with our
forebears as he has with us. Of course,
the Bible stands as the supreme authority
and guide for all Christians. How often
do Christians assume that purity of faith
is best served by cutting off relations
with Christians with whom we disagree?

Stoc

br i ng Howofténidagchurches splt over dac-a n 6 t
y drind differences? The Rreslterasiim-y t e

pulse is to seek a full, adequate faith by
connectingwith other Christians.
With the above in mind,

are most unified with other AYou ¢

Christian movements and at the
forefront of seeking unity.
Heredos how wenhagvey

anot

Presbyteriag

B Geral FreshyteRafl practices

suddenly make sendghe
n i or e

go u
motto of the Presbyterian
Pres®iyurecrhi d 5., o N Ref ol

come to this open attitude. Pres
byterians are forever in awe of the bigness of
God. We o6 | | l ook at
Suffice it to say
eignty dwarfs faulty human attempts to con-
tain or understand. Neither Catholics, Bap-
tists, Episcopalians, emerging churches, nor
Presbyterians have a monopoly on God. Nei-
ther do we in this generation nor previous eras,
have a perfectly clear vision of what God has
done and requires of us.

Ref orming. o We
single creed, but a collection of creeds

t hiesa cthe rod e nwchyi crhe xte pmaerste
t hat

b&budderstandirey jatehe time tha ategéd s o
was written. Our hymnbook gathers the

best music from all cultures, traditions,

and eras. Distinct to Presbyterian theolo-
gizing and missionizing is the everlasting
guest to build unity rather than claiming
onebds own confessi
Christian unity is in order unto truth.
(Continued on Page 12)
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Womenos Bible Study
Every Wednesday @ 10:30 am

The Wednesday Womenodés Bible Study group meef s
All ladies are welcome to join us for fellowship, prayer and study. The group is currently studyingghe bo
Hebrews, led by Jo Fenn. If you need child care in order to attend, call Margee Kee®bx at (706) 8§

Mendos Bi ble Study
Every Wednesday @ 6:45am

The Mends Bible Study group meets Wednesdayl] mo
tary breakfast is served to all participants. The men are studying the Gospel According to Luke. Al are i

Exercise Class

The First Presbyterian exercise class, sponsored by the Health Ministry Committee, meets Mondhys at
p.m., Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m., and Fridays at 9:30 a.m. The leaders of this class are Janis Kish§and Jz
Foster. Classes are open to all ages, although designed with the 55 year old and older age grougin min
The exercise group will not meet the week of Christmas and New Year. Class will resume on Mghday,
January 5th at 2:00 p.m.

Prayer Requests

Prayer requests are printed in the weekly Sunday bulletin and can also be found on the church wgbsite |
nouncements. A prayer request may be written on a blue card, located in the Narthex, and givenjgo an L
the service. Cards may also be placed in the offering plate or turned in to the church office. The f@lowin
going prayer requests for our adopted school and military personnel.

Berta Weathersbee School
Military Personnel

Bill TomliMarines (stationed in Iraq); Kyle Davis (stationed in Iraq); Micha&ehiRedmdrelv Holemy (stationdid
in Iraq); George F. Stefeletly (stationed in Iraq)

Financial Update
Budgeted pledged income through November $ 634,021.52

Actual pledged income received through October 563,221.73
Year to Date Shortage $ 70,799.79




Presbyterian Women

January 12, 2009
10:00 am Fellowship Hall for coffee and fellowship
10:15 am Circles meet
o January project emphasis: Collect socks and underwear for the
SRR LaGrange Council of Church Women Clothing Center
(adult and children's sizes).

Coordinating Team Meeting
January 12, 2009
9:00 am in the Meeting Room

If child care is needed in order to attend this meeting, please contact Margee Keeble,
706-884-5857.

Pastords Luncheon

Monday, January 26, 2009 @ 12:00 noon
Call the church office to make reservations.
The Pastords |l uncheon wild/l be held the fourt
is followed by a short program and communion served by the pastors. The price is $5.00 per
person. If you plan to attend, please call the church office at 706-884-4064.

Church Clean -Up Day
Saturday, January 17th
8:30 a.m. i 12:00 noon

House and Grounds is sponsoring a Church Clean-Up Day on Saturday, January 17th.
We will be cleaning pews, dusting blinds and baseboards, cleaning bathrooms and stairwells.
We al so need two painters to paint the stair§r
painters to paint the handrails in front of the church. Child care will be provided.
Pl ease sign up on the sheet outside Dr. DeCelfl
utensils for working and pizza and drinks for lunch.




Prayer Partners for January

The Prayer Partner Ministry provides support and encouragement through daily prayer. Members in

this ministry agree to pray for and with their partner daily. Personal contacts are also encouraged as
a way to utilize the gift of prayer. If you are interested in participating in this ministry, please contact
the church office at 706-884-4064.

Becky Weild Suzanne Adams Margaret Maddoxd Rae Loyd

Sibyl Slagled Judy Boggus Polly Smithd Sharon Newton
Meredith Kennedyd Debbie Burdette Charles Maddoxi Jeanie Ayers

Jo Fennd Peggy Pulver Tuck Parkeri Debbie Hutchinson
Ellen Buttsd Becky Tucker Zelda Jonesd Frankie Newman
Louise McDowelld Betsy Moultrie Dot Lancasterd Eileen Cowart
Becky Moored Kim Crawford Helen Soderbergd Carolyn Baldwin
Judy Yarbroughd Bonita Stokes

Camp Viola Eagle Scout Project
Spencer Cashwell is asking for your help to fund his Eagle Scout project at Camp Viola.
The project is to create a picnic area in the woods along one of the trails. He needs $225 for
materials. If you wish to help, you may send your contribution to the church. Make checks
payable to FPC and note that it is for the Camp Viola Eagle Scout Project.

Xerox is sponsoring a Web Page to support our troops.
There is no cost to participate. Go towww.LETSSAYTHANKS.com . You will be able to pick
out a thank you card drawn by children in the United States. Xerox will print your card and
your message to send it to a soldier in Iraq. You will not be able to choose who gets it, but it
will be sent to a member of our armed forces. This is a wonderful way to express support and
send a sincere oOthank youdé to our troops

Food Collection Contest
Thank you to the kids and youth of First Presbyterian Church for collecting food during

the month of December. They collected a full trunk-load of food to be taken to the
LaGrange Personal Aid Food Closet.
The winner of the movie and pizza pajrt.



http://www.LETSSAYTHANKS.com

Presbyterian’Youth Connection

The PYC will not meet on Sunday, Janudriyut will resume regular
meetings on Sunday, Januar{vlith supper at 6:00 p.m.

PYC? Presents The Nativity Story




