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Inside First Presbyterian 
The Pastorõs Bookshelf 

 With graduations behind and the heat of the summer setting in, it 

is hopeful that our thoughts are turning to vacations and a slackened 

pace.  Summer is also a good time to retreat into the world of good books, 

whether at the beach or as part of school summer reading lists.  Receiving 

a Kindle e-reader for Christmas has energized my non-church reading 

mostly, I believe, because I can increase the print size and thus read more 

comfortablyñeven through cheap, smudged reading glasses.  Probably 

the fact that I can order and have virtually any book in an instant has 

somewhat increased impulse purchases of books that I may not hunt 

down in a library or book store.  So whatõs worth reading lately? 

with my own life in 

both time and place 

is especially poign-

ant.  The character in 

the book who made 

his way to Los Ange-

lesñDr. Robert Fos-

terñwas of particu-

lar interest to me.  

Our times in Southern California 

overlapped.  One great difference 

was that I was virtually unaware 

of any African American popula-

tion in Los Angeles until the race 

riots of the mid -60õs.  As I read 

Wilkersonõs tome, I used Google 

Earth street view to locate and 

view the home that Foster lived 

inña home that ordinarily would 

have been off limits for purchase 

by a Black buyerñeven a success-

ful physician.   

                       (Continued on Page 5) 

 By far, my 

best read of the 

year is Isabel 

Wilkersonõs 

Warmth of Other 

Suns.  Wilkerson 

is a Pulitzer Prize

-winning jour-

nalist who spent 

15 years and interviewed more than 

1,200 people to put together a 

sweeping story of three African 

Americans who joined some six mil-

lion Blacks who migrated out of the 

post Civil War Deep South into 

northern urban centers.  The book 

traces the lives of three people who 

made the decision of their lives to 

make their ways into New York 

City, Chicago, and Los Angeles re-

spectively.   

Reading history that overlaps 



Weekly Events:  

¶ Menõs Bible Study - Every Wednesday @ 

6:45 a.m.  
The Menôs Bible Study group meets Wednesday 
mornings at 6:45 a.m. in the small dining room. A 
complimentary breakfast is served to all participants. 
All are invited.   

¶ Exercise Class - Monday, Wednesday, & 

Friday  
The First Presbyterian exercise class, spon-
sored by the Health Ministry Committee, meets  
Mondays at 2:00 p.m., Wednesdays at 9:30 
a.m., and Fridays at 9:30 a.m. The leaders of 
this class are Janis Kish and Jane Foster. 
Classes are open to all ages, although de-
signed with the 55 year old and older age group 
in mind.   

Regular Events 
Prayer Partners for June  

The Prayer Partner Ministry provides sup-
port and encouragement through daily 
prayer. Members in this ministry agree to 
pray for and with their partner daily.  Per-
sonal contacts are also encouraged as a 
way to utilize the gift of prayer.  If you are 
interested in participating in this ministry, 
please contact the church office at  
706-884-4064.  
  

Becky Weilð Jeanie Ayers  
Margaret Maddoxð Debbie Hutchinson 
Becky Mooreð Debbie Burdette 
Sibyl Slagleð  Peggy Pulver 
Polly Smithð Sharon Newton 
Ginny Kyleð Rae Loyd 
Meredith Kennedyð  Betsy Moultrie 
Charles Maddox ï  Frankie Newman 
Jo Fennð Lynda Brock  
Deb Parkerï Eileen Cowart   
Dot Lancasterð Kim Crawford  
Ellen Buttsð  Carolyn Baldwin 
Zelda Jonesð  Judy Boggus 
Helen Soderbergð Bonita Stokes 
Becky Donahueð Suzanne Adams 
Judy Yarbroughð  Gail Nichols  

Thank youôs 
Dear Friends:  Bruce and I can never say an adequate 

thank you to you.  For the cards, visits, and food, we 

do thank you.  Most of all we covet your prayers as we 

travel this new path in our lives.   

God Bless - Alice Smith  

Thank you from the Parrish Family 
 

Following the tragic death of our dear son Griff, we have been surrounded by the loving care of our church 

family.  This has been, without a doubt, the worst thing our family has ever experienced. It was made bear-

able by those of you who brought us food, prayed with us and for us, and took over church activities that 

were our responsibilities.  So much work went into making the memorial service perfect.  Words cannot 

express how much we appreciate it 

 

This church was Griffôs home during his formative years.  He read scripture, worked at Camp Viola, led 

energizers at VBS and played guitar and sang.  I believe that First Presbyterian made an impact on Griff, 

and he made an impact on the children and youth of the church. 

 

Our family will never be the same.  I pray that God continues to hold our family in the palm of His hand 

and that with help from you, our brothers and sisters in Christ, we will begin to heal and are able to do His 

work again. 

 

Thank you all for ministering to our family during this time of immeasurable grief. 

 

In His Service,   Mike, Emily and Elisabeth Parrish 



Upcoming Events 

 

Discoveries Snack Sacks  
 

On the last Thursday of each month, the 
Discoveries Class provides a sack, filled 
with nutritional, non-perishable food items, 
for soup kitchen recipients. They also in-
clude hygiene kits and would greatly ap-
preciate donations of hygiene kits or indi-
vidual items. Simply assemble hy-
giene  items such as  soap, shampoo, 
deodorant, toothbrushes, dental floss, 
cleansing wipes, combs, brushes, hand 
sanitizers, washcloths, tissues, into 
Ziploc bags to help us serve the basic 
needs of our community.   Items may be 
dropped off in the Snack Sack tub by the 
parlor.   

The Pastorõs Luncheon will be on    
Monday, June 27th at  

12:00 noon in the Fellowship Hall  
 

Lunch is followed by a short  program 
and communion served by the pas-
tors.  The price is $5.00 per person.  
If you plan to attend, call the church 
office at 706-884-4064.   
 
If you are able to volunteer to help 
with the Pastorôs Luncheon from 
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., please con-
t a c t  K e r r i  V i c e  a t  k e r -
rivice@yahoo.com or 706-884-4064 
ext. 216. 

Habitat for Humanity  
Habitat would like to have two or three volunteer in 
June/July to assist with the Family Selection process 
for the 2012 Presbyterian Build.  
 
If interested, please call Steven Brown at (706) 837-
0702 or e-mail sbrown@tcchfh.org   

Camp Viola  
We need volunteers to help decorate at Camp Viola 
on Sunday morning, July 10th at 9:30 a.m.  We also 
need helpers with pick-up trucks or SUVs to help 
transport.  Weôll meet at the church and plan to be 
back by 12:00 p.m. 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES!  

Becky Donahue is coordinating the meals this year 
for Camp Viola on July 10-14.  Please discuss this 
with your group and contact Becky at 706-333-6361 
or e-mail becky.thurman@att.net. Thank you for 
your support! 

Paint the Town  
Volunteers are needed to help with painting at 519 
South Lewis Street on next Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. 
and each afternoon for the remainder of the week, 
if necessary.  

Office Volunteers:  We need a few office volun-
teers to help fill vacation times this summer.  The 
dates are the week of June 6th and the week of 
July 4th. If you are available to come in and help 
answer the phone during the morning hours, 
please call the church office at 706-884-4064.  
Thank you to Janice Carnes, Tom Westbrook, and 
Tom West for their help in the office each week! 

Summer Choir Schedule:  The Chancel 

Choir will not rehearse on Wednesday nights 

this summer.  They will meet on Sunday 

mornings in the choir room from 10:00 - 

10:50 a.m. to rehearse.  This schedule will 

continue until the end of the summer. 

mailto:sbrown@tcchfh.org


Presbyterian Youth Connection 

Graduate Sunday, May 15th 
Congratulations to the Class of 2011:  Lauren Burdick, Ryan Cherry, Matt Duraski, 

Skyler Edmonds, Ally Himes, Florence Hudson, Alyssa McCants, Rebecca McCoy, 

Patrick Murray, Rob Stewart, Jackson Tomlinson, and Jesse Turner. 

 

PYC Summer Events: 

R June 5-11:  Senior Highs to Montreat 

R June 13-17:  VBS 

R July 10-14:  Camp Viola 

R July 20-24:  Middle School to Presbyterian College 

Congratulations to Ally Himes, winner of the 

Debbie LeGodais Memorial Scholarship. 



The Pastorõs Bookshelf 

(Continued from Page 1)  

 The Warmth of Other Suns is a big 

book.  But the pages turn quickly.  And spend-

ing time with Wilkersonõs clear and riveting 

prose has significantly deepened my apprecia-

tion of the African American experience in the 

20th century. 

* * * * *  

 My daughter, Kristen, effortlessly 

solved the hassle of buying Dad a birthday gift 

in February by going online and ordering for 

Kindle download James Chongõs True Story: A 

Christianity Worth Believing In .  The book 

traces the story of a college-

age evangelical who is dis-

satisfied with his Christian 

faith and through a series 

of conversations moves to a 

fresh outlook on disciple-

ship that entails the whole 

sweep of the Bible and has 

a more open attitude to-

ward the world.  There is a 

real uptick in books that 

lay out what Iõd call the 

òNew Perspectiveó on Christian faith, most 

famously Brian McLarenõs òNew Kind of 

Christianó trilogy, which I recommended in 

this space a couple of years ago when every-

body was fascinated by Paul Youngõs The 

Shack.  Anyone interested in a fresh and more 

profoundly biblical outlook on faith ñfrom a 

young adult perspectiveñwould benefit by 

getting (downloading?) this readable tale.  
 

* * * * *  

 About three years ago, LaGrange 

Psychiatrist, Kenneth Genova, gave a talk at 

a Prevention Coalition town hall meeting on 

drugs and alcohol.  He made a simple re-

mark that launched a whole new interest for 

me.  He said that it is no longer acceptable 

for our society to be tolerant of binge drink-

ing in teenagers.  While once believed to be 

fairly harmless, it has been revealed by fresh 

discoveries in Neuroscience, that the late 

teens are a time of explosive brain develop-

ment.  And alcohol overload is unacceptably 

destructive of those emerging brain cells.  

Before that remark, I was 

not aware of such ad-

vances in Brain Science.   
 

I now have become quite 

interested in it and agree 

with many scientists and 

philosophers that what is 

now known about the hu-

man brain will have no-

ticeable impact on society 

in coming years.  One in-

sight from the new neuro-

science is that the brain repairs and reforms 

itself in many ways that had not been previ-

ously known.  Known as òneuroplasticity,ó 

there is much hope that these discoveries 

will bring advances in treatment of several 

brain-related problems from dementia to 

depression.  A good introduction to neuro-

plasticity is Sharon Begleyõs: Train Your 

Mind, Change Your Brain: How a New Sci-

ence Reveals Our Extraordinary Potential to 

        (Continued on Page 6) 

 

ñThe Warmth of Other Suns is 

a big book.  But the pages turn 

quickly.  And spending time 

with Wilkersonôs clear and riv-

eting prose has significantly 

deepened my appreciation of 

the African American experi-

ence in the 20
th

 century.ò   



A Message from the Chancel Guild 

 
We invite you to give flowers for our Sunday services in 

honor or in memory of friends, family members, or special 

celebrations.  Arrangements for this gift can be made by 

signing up on the Chancel Guild calendar outside the 

church office, indicating your name, the person flowers 

are given for, and your telephone number.  You may also 

call the church office to schedule a time.  The cost of pro-

viding the flowers is $85. 
 

We are also eager to welcome new members into the Guild.  After an orientation, including 

the opportunity to work with a current Guild member, a new member will be ready to work 

on special services such as Easter, Thanksgiving, or Christmas and on your own or with a 

partner for Sunday services or memorial services. 
 

As a Guild member you might choose to grow the flowers or provide the greenery to be used 

for sanctuary arrangements, help make the calendar for the year, or make the arrangement for 

the sanctuary on your own or with a partner.  There are many occasions to work on small or 

large arrangements for the Fellowship Hall, hall tables, the Narthex, and the Columbarium.  

There is opportunity to learn for every level of expertise. Call Janis Kish at 882-3689 for 

more information. 

The Pastorõs Bookshelf 
(Continued from Page 5)                                                                                                                      

Transform Ourselves.  This is a hopeful and energizing book for anyone who wants a read-

able introduction to an exciting new area of discovery.  
 

Several years ago I read a wise and useful book about human relationships by an out-

fit called the Arbinger Institute.  The book: Leadership and Self-Deception.  The book is actu-

ally catalogued in the business section of book stores and I learned of the book while study-

ing under a Professor of Business from the University of Dayton.  The basic idea in Leader-

ship and Self-Deception is that conflict in human relationships is often driven by our own 

mistreatment of another.  Once we treat someone in a manner that doesnõt measure up to 

our own standard we tend unawares to both dislike and continue the mistreatment.   

Well, a couple of years ago, Arbinger came out with a follow -on book, The Anatomy 

of Peace, Resolving the Heart of Conflict.  Written like its predecessor, Anatomy  is practical 

advice woven into a framing fable. The Anatomy of Peace holds that, at bottom, human con-

flict is an extension of how we look at people in our own thoughts.      (Continued on Page 12)  



Korean Presbyterian Church 
News from the Korean Presbyterian Church  

of LaGrange 

 

¶ Pastor Cheol Kim  graduated from Erskine Theological 

Seminary last Saturday.  He and his wife, YB, and their 4 sons 
are now living in LaGrange and working with Pastor Lee in the 
Korean congregation. 
 

¶ Pastor Kim is currently filling in for Pastor Lee, who has 

gone back to visit family in Korea.  Pastor Leeôs  youngest 
son, Si-Do, is critically ill.  Please continue to remember their 

family in your prayers. 
 

¶ The Korean congregation is celebrating their 2nd anni-

versary on Sunday, May 29th at the Earl Cook Recreation Area.  We will have a Sunday wor-
ship service at the picnic area followed by a BBQ luncheon and some outdoor activities. 

 

¶ We have a family of 5 and a young man who joined the congregation this month. 22 to 23 peo-

ple in number usually gather on Sundays for worship. 

 

¶ We have one more Sunday worship service at 9:00 a.m. at another location (#325, Sun Ridge 

Apartment Homes).  We started this ministry because of Mr. Cho whose family members are in 
the congregation.  Apparently, Mr. Cho, who works on Sundays at a Korean restaurant, is 
never be able to come to our church for the 11:00 a.m. service.  Graciously Rev. Lee decided 
to lead a  worship service for him at his apartment about a month ago.  We hope that more 
people will hear about this and those who have to work on Sundays (many Koreans work on 
Sundays) would come to the  9:00 a.m. worship service. 

 

¶ I am starting a 30 minute English grammar class for youth tomorrow. The majority of youth 

members are new to the US and they need some help.  Mrs. Deana Davenport has been more 
than generous to the new Korean families in our congregation.  Her deep commitment and 
love meant a lot as the parents and their children struggled starting new schools and new life 
here in LaGrange.  She has volunteered to tutor 6 Korean children over the summer.  We're 
SO thankful for her willingness to help the new Korean families adjust to a new world.  

 

 

With Thanks, 
 

YB Han 

Pastor Cheol Kim and his wife, YB, with their 

sons, Samuel, Daniel, Joseph, and Alden 



 
Each Sunday our K through 5th grade children (rising) are invited to wear shorts and sneak-
ers to church as we Vacation in Godôs Creation. Our team of adults from the Christian Edu-
cation Council will be taking them in the church bus to destinations where we will present a 
Bible story and activities that will help the children remember the story through the experi-
ence.  We will depart promptly at 10:00 AM and return at noon.  Parents are, of course, wel-
come.  Our schedule looks like this: 

 

Middle School students and the 3 and 4 year old class will meet at church as usual.  They 
are welcome to attend the field trips if they are accompanied by a parent.  High School stu-
dents are invited to assist. 
 
Children may be dropped off in the parlor between 9:45am and 10:00am.  Please make sure 
to check in with the teacher before leaving.   
 
Please make sure that your child is wearing closed-toe shoes, sunscreen, and comfortable 
clothing, preferably shorts and the Vacation Bible School t-shirt.  Children should leave sun-
glasses and toys at home. 
 
Everyone who participates must register and fill out a permission slip.   
Registration forms are available online.  Please contact 
Joanne Broderick if you have any questions. 

Vacation in Godõs Creation 

Date Event Scripture Theme 

June 5 Picnic at Callaway Gardens Romans 12:1b We Offer R SHIP to God 

June 12 Highland Park Chapel Acts 2:21 Birthday of the Church 

June 19 Town Square John 8:32 Godôs Gift of Salvation 

June 26 Athletic Track 1 Corinthians 9:25 Running the Race 

July 3 No Program     

July 10 Eagle 102.3 Radio Station Matthew 28:16-20 Spreading the Good News 

July 17  Fishing Luke 5:1-11 Fishers of Men 

July 24 Swimming Genesis 1:31 God Created Water 

July 31 Sunny Point Recreation Area John 21 Breakfast on the Beach 

August 7 Back to Sunday School Breakfast     



 

Summer Events for Children and Youth 
 

R Montreat Youth Conference for Senior Highs:  June 5 - 11                                   

 

R Camp Calvin for rising 5th Graders:  June 5-10                                     

 

R Sonsurf Beach Bash VBS:  June 13-17                                                             

Get ready to Meet Up, Look Up, Join Up, Open Up and get Fired Up   

about Jesus! 

 

R Camp Viola:  July 10-14                                                                                    

 

R Middle School Youth Conference at Presbyterian College:  July 20-24  

Family  

 
 
 
 
 
 

At  Callaway Gardens 
 

Sunday, June 5th 10:00am 
 

Bring your entire family to help kickoff the Vacation in Godõs Creation summer 
program.  Join us as we enjoy worship and fellowship together.  We will meet in 
the small dining room at 9:45am to handout tickets.  We will depart promptly 
at 10:00am and caravan to the picnic site.  Those who have annual passes, may 
meet us at the Beach Pavilion.  Stay for a few hours or the entire day. 
 
The church will provide fried chicken and drinks.  Please bring a side dish or des-
sert to share. Please wear comfortable, lightweight clothing and bathing suits.  
Make sure to bring towels and sunscreen.   



FPC Child Care  


