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Inside First Presbyterian 
News Around First Presbyterian  

 SPRING , 2009 WILL  CERTAINLY  BE REMEMBERED  as the spring when 

we launched LaGrangeõs first Korean Presbyterian Church.  We are not only 

welcoming the Rev. Nae Yong Lee, but also his family, who will be helping 

with the start -up.   Rev. Leeõs son, Seung Wan Lee, is a prominent praise and 

gospel singer and will be in LaGrange on May 31st for a recital, praise ser-

vice in our sanctuary at 7:30 p.m.  

Prior to this arrival, we will be host-

ing a celebration of the Korean 

Churchõs start-up (tentatively) on 

Sunday, May 24th at 5:00 p.m.  On 

Saturday, June 27th, two operatic 

singers, a tenor and soprano will be 

presenting a concert in our sanctuary 

at 7:00 p.m. 

OTHER HAPPENINGS :  

¶ During my brief weekend in 

Nashville, we welcomed to our 
pulpit, the Rev. Gordon Kester, a 
long-time friend of mine and a 
welcome addition to our congre-
gational life.   

¶ Virtually every Sunday (and Sat-

urday) from now until  mid -June 
will feature some special pro-
gram, baptism, or wedding.   

¶ Dr. Conine will preach on May 

3rd while I am away on the Con-
firmation Retreat.  We welcome 
new confirmation students into 
church membership on Motherõs 
Day, May 10th.   

¶ May 17th is Graduate Sunday, 

our annual celebration of stu-
dents graduating from high 
school.   

¶ The celebration of the new     

Korean Church, as mentioned, 
is slated for May 24th. All mem-
bers, by the way, are encour-
aged to participate in that gath-
ering.   

¶ All this activity has necessitated 

that I postpone my previously -
announced sermon series on 
òThe Hereafteró until the first 
Sunday in June. 

¶ Finally, the combined adult 

Sunday School class will work 
on the topic òWhy Is the Church 
in the World: the New Meaning 
of Mission.ó  That group will 
gather in the Social Hall each 
Sunday at 9:45 a.m.  All are wel-
come. 

Doug DeCelle  



The Presbyterian Way of Life  

 M ANY  OF US WERE DISMAYED  that the 

Holy Week cover of Newsweek announced: 

óThe End of Christian America.ò  The actual 

article was thin on substance.  And several 

paragraphs in, it admitted, òLetõs be clear: 

while the percentage of Christians may be 

shrinking, rumors of the death of Christian-

ity are greatly exaggerated. ò   

 There were two noteworthy facts re-

vealed by the author, Jon Meacham, around 

which the entire essay revolved.  First, Ameri-

cans claiming no religious affiliation has dou-

bled since 1990, rising from 8 

to 15 percent.  And, second, 

the most dramatic cooling of 

interest in faith has shifted 

from the Pacific Northwest in 

the Northeastern states.   

 For the first time in my 

ministry, church decline, 

while not precipitous, is across

-the-board, with no significant 

denominat ion en joy ing 

growth.   

 Another way to look at these develop-

ments is to say that Americans slowly and qui-

etly are abandoning or minimizing church.  We 

hear nowadays that schedules preclude every-

Sunday worship participation, or more omi-

nously, people are wondering what value the 

institutional church holds.  Why not òspiritual, 

but not religious?ó   

  * * *  

 PRESBYTERIANS  HAVE  CERTAINLY  

THOUGHT  this through and offer some compel-

ling answers.  Let me venture 3 main themes: 

òThe Organized Church in Presbyterian Visionó 

Dr. DeCelle will be reflecting in this space on what it means to serve 

and worship as a Presbyterian 

¶      First, Christian faith is less private opin-

ion and more participation in transforming 

the world.  Jesus Christ is alive and pre-

sent in the world in the form of the church, 

whose job it is to be the hands and feet of 

Christ today.  The Presbyterian commu-

nity has always insisted that personal piety 

or understanding is never enough.  The 

Christian is not only forgiven, he or she is 

also ethical and lives life for others.  The 

elect personñto use that languageñis 

elected to a life of service and obedience.  

And we serve together.  If Christianity is 

collapsed into personal spiritual 

well -being, gathering in churches 

may seem optional.  But when 

mission and service are the logi-

cal expressions of being saved, 

then congregational life is indis-

pensible.   

¶ Second, Presbyterians, start-

ing with John Calvin, have long 

seen a vital link between a 

churchõs understanding of truth and the 

orderliness with which it conducts its busi-

ness.  Put bluntly, if a congregation is 

dominated by a dictatorial elite or unchal-

lenged leader, if it is constantly indulging 

in unfair practices which abuse weaker 

members, or is dishonest in any way, then 

the truth of its proclamation and teaching 

is likely to be flawed.  Suddenly it becomes 

clear why we are so fussy about routing 

decisions through committees and insur-

ing that we conduct our business 

òdecently and in    order.ó  The truth of 

God flourishes in congregations that are 

run fairly and sensibly.  Equally, when ten-

sion favoritism, deception in financial   

                  (continued on page 16) 
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Weekly Events:  
¶ Womenõs Bible Study - Every Wednesday @ 10:30 a.m.  

The Wednesday Womenôs Bible Study group meets each Wednesday at 10:30 a.m. in the meeting room.   
 All ladies are welcome to join us for fellowship, prayer and study.  The group is currently studying the New Testa-
 ment .  If you need child care in order to attend, call Margee Keeble at (706) 884-5857. 
 

¶ Menõs Bible Study - Every Wednesday @ 6:45 a.m.  

 The Menôs Bible Study group meets Wednesday mornings at 6:45 a.m. in the small dining room. A complimentary 
 breakfast is served to all participants. The men are studying the Gospel According to Luke. All are invited. 

 

¶ Exercise Class  
The First Presbyterian exercise class, sponsored by the Health Ministry Committee, meets  Mondays at 2:00 
p.m., Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m., and Fridays at 9:30 a.m. The leaders of this class are Janis Kish and Jane 
Foster. Classes are open to all ages, although designed with the 55 year old and older age group in mind.   

Regular Events 

Prayer Requests  
 

Prayer requests are printed in the weekly Sunday bulletin and can also be found on the church website under announce-
ments.  A prayer request may be written on a blue card, located in the Narthex, and given to an usher before the service. 
Cards may also be placed in the offering plate or turned in to the church office. The following are on-going prayer requests 
for our adopted school, Berta Weathersbee and Military Personnel in Iraq - Bill Tomlin-Marines; Kyle Davis-Army; Newman 
Landa-Marines; George F. Stefenelli-Army; Dwayne Newsome-Air Force Reserves  

Financial Update as of  
April 30, 2009  

 

YTD Actual Pledge                     $194,148.65 
YTD Budgeted Pledge                  213,750.00 
Total                                             ( 19,601.35) 

Pastorõs Luncheon 
Monday, May 18th @ 12:00 noon in the 

Fellowship Hall  
Lunch is followed by a short  program and 
communion served by the pastors.  The price 
is $5.00 per person.  If you plan to attend, call 
the church office at (706) 884-4064. 

Prayer Partners for May  
 

The Prayer Partner Ministry provides support and encouragement through daily prayer. Members in this 
ministry agree to pray for and with their partner daily.  Personal contacts are also encouraged as a way to 
utilize the gift of prayer.  If you are interested in participating in this ministry, please contact the church of-
fice at 706-884-4064.   

Becky Weilð Becky Donahue   Margaret MaddoxðFrankie Newman Judy YarbroughðLynda Brock 
Sibyl Slagleð Betsy Moultrie   Polly SmithðEileen Cowart  Ginny KyleðKim Crawford 
Meredith Kennedyð Carolyn Baldwin  Charles Maddoxï Judy Boggus  Jo FennðBonita Stokes  
Tuck Parkerï Suzanne Adams   Dot Lancasterð Gail Niclols  Ellen Buttsð Jeanie Ayers 
Zelda Jonesð Sharon Newton   Helen Soderbergð Debbie Burdette Becky Mooreð Peggy Pulver 
Louise McDowellðDebbie Hutchinson  Emily Parrishð Rae Loyd     




