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Inside First Presbyterian 
The Fine Art of Choosing Hymns  

 IN  PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES the responsibility for choosing the three Sun-

day morning hymns falls, by our constitution, to the minister.  Why is this?  The 

reason is twofold: doing the choosing is twofold.  First, the non -musician pastor 

knows what lyrics might reinforce the sermon.  Second, the pastorõs musical 

tastes may be more akin to those of the congregation than to the trained choir 

and instrumentalists.   

This second reason is more important than it at first may seem.  Trained 

musicians, inundated with music, can become tired of simple tunes.  The choir is 

not only present every Sunday but also has rehearsed multiple times.  Overex-

posed to the music, musicians are ready to move on to something new and chal-

lenging.  The congregation is underexposed to hymns.  If the hymns are musi-

cally complex and unfamiliar, we have a sure -fire way to frustrate worshippers.  

The famous hymnologist, Eric Routley, once said that hymns that have more 

than one musical idea invariably get consigned to obscurity.  So, the Presbyterian 

solution is worshipper -friendly --we let the pastor choose the hymns. 

I sym-

pathize with 

the worshipper 

who feels frus-

trated over hav-

ing to sing an 

unfamiliar 

hymn.  Singing 

in public, for 

many is like 

dancing in pub-

lic for me.  For-

ever being asked to try something new in 

an activity that already is uncomfortable 

is agony.  Experience has taught that it is 

vastly more probable that a congregation 

is going to dislike rather than appreciate 

something new to sing.  This is because it 

takes multiple hearings for a new hymn 

to bloom in a congregationõs esteem.   

Consider the conundrum of try-

ing to broaden a congregationõs hymn 

repertoire.  Letõs say a church wants to 

introduce five 

new hymns in a 

yearña seem-

ingly modest 

ambition.  Let 

us further say 

that it really 

takes four times 

singing the 

hymn for it to 

become appre-

ciated by a con-

gregation.  That 

means that on twenty Sundays a year 

the pastor will knowingly be introduc-

ing an unfamiliar hymn.  Itõs reasonable 

to drop December out of this calculation 

because we draw from a completely 

different hymn list ñnamely, Christmas 

carols.  If my assumptions are correct, 

expanding the churchõs hymns by five 

means that 42% of the Sundays would 

have at least one unfamiliar hymn.       

(Continued on Page 5) 



Weekly Events:  

 

�x��Womenõs Bible Study - Every Tuesday @ 10:30 a.m.  
 The Womenôs Bible Study for women of all ages meets for study, prayer, and fellowship on Tuesday mornings at 
 10:30 a.m. in the meeting room.  Membership in First Presbyterian is not a requirement.  They are studying Isaiah. 
 

�x��Menõs Bible Study - Every Wednesday @ 6:45 a.m.  
 The Menôs Bible Study group meets Wednesday mornings at 6:45 a.m. in the small dining room. A complimentary 
 breakfast is served to all participants. The men are studying the Gospel According to Luke. All are invited.   
 

�x�� Exercise Class - Monday, Wednesday, & Friday  
The First Presbyterian exercise class, sponsored by the Health Ministry Committee, meets  Mondays at 2:00 
p.m., Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m., and Fridays at 9:30 a.m. The leaders of this class are Janis Kish and Jane 
Foster. Classes are open to all ages, although designed with the 55 year old and older age group in mind.   

 

Regular Events 

Prayer Requests  
Prayer requests are printed in the weekly Sunday bulletin and can also be found on the church website under announcements.  A 
prayer request may be written on a blue card, located in the Narthex, and given to an usher before the service. Cards may also be 
placed in the offering plate or turned in to the church office. The following are on-going prayer requests for our adopted school, Berta 
Weathersbee and Military Personnel in Iraq & Afghanistan - Asa Thurman, Major Philip S. Mullenix, M.D. - grandson of Margaret 
Schuyler; Lee Pearce - son-in-law of John & Betty Drinkard; Hunter Misner - nephew of Melissa Stump; Greg Newman - son of Pete 
Newman, grandson of Frankie Newman 

Prayer Partners for May  
The Prayer Partner Ministry provides support and encouragement through daily prayer. Members in this minis-
try agree to pray for and with their partner daily.  Personal contacts are also encouraged as a way to utilize the 
gift of prayer.  If you are interested in participating in this ministry, please contact the church office at  
706-884-4064.  
  

Becky Weilð  Lynda Brock                              Margaret Maddoxð Betsy Moultrie  Emily Parrishð Eileen Cowart 
Sibyl Slagleð Kim Crawford   Polly Smithð Carolyn Baldwin  Ginny Kyleð Judy Boggus 
Meredith Kennedyð  Bonita Stokes  Charles Maddoxï  Suzanne Adams  Jo Fennð Gail Nichols 
Deb Parkerï Jeanie Ayers   Dot Lancasterð Debbie Hutchinson Ellen Buttsð  Debbie Burdette 
Zelda Jonesð Peggy Pulver   Helen Soderbergð Sharon Newton  Becky Mooreð Rae Loyd 
Louise McDowellð  Becky Donahue  Judy YarbroughðFrankie Newman   

Discoveries Snack Sacks  
 

On the 4th Thursday of each month, the Discoveries Class provides a sack, filled with nutritional, 
non-perishable food items, for soup kitchen recipients. They are also including hygiene kits and 
would greatly appreciate donations of hygiene kits or individual items. Simply assemble hy-
giene items such as soap, shampoo, deodorant, toothbrushes, dental floss, cleansing wipes, combs, 
brushes, hand sanitizers, washcloths, tissues, into Ziploc bags to help us serve the basic needs of 
our community.  Items may be dropped off in the Snack Sack tub by the parlor.   


