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Inside First Presbyterian 

How did First Pres-

byterian, LaGrange 

become acquainted 

with Renovaré?  

Two years ago, the 

Prospective Member 

Council, under the leadership of 

Carol Todd, began discussing ways 

of outreach into the community, ap-

pealing to those who are not only 

searching for a church home but also 

for a welcoming place where spiri-

tual growth goes beyond the conver-

sion experience.  After much prayer 

and conversation, the group became 

acquainted with  Renovaré through 

its website and Dr. DeCelleõs recom-

mendation of Richard Fosterõs work, 

Celebration of Discipline.  After much 

research and investigation, the Coun-

cil members became persuaded that a 

Renovaré conference would not only 

be an opportunity for outreach, but 

would be a unique resource of Chris-

tian education and renewal  for cur-

rent members of our congregation.  

Thus, Carol Todd contacted the 

Christian Education Council who 

then became involved in discussions 

of Renovaré.  At the end of 2010, both 

Councils then recommended to the 

Session that First Presbyterian 

Church send one representative from 

each Council to attend a Renovaré 

Essentials Conference at Swartz 

Creek United Methodist             

Church in Flynt, Michigan, May 7, 

2011.                (Continued on Page 3)

Have you become 

weary in your faith?  

Have you ever felt 

inadequate in your 

walk with God?   

To address the need 

for spiritual growth 

and renewal among our congregation, 

First Presbyterian Church is hosting a 

Renovaré Essentials Conference de-

signed to strengthen and encourage 

Christians who have grown weary in 

their faith by inspiring them to experi-

ence the fullness of life in Christ. 

 

òWhat is Renovar®?ó   

Renovaré is a nonprofit organization 

that models, resources, and advocates 

intentional living through Christian 

spiritual formation and discipleship. 

Drawing from the example and prac-

tices of Jesus and of the historical 

Church, Renovaré encourages believers 

towards a renewed, sustainable, and 

enriched life with God. Founded 1988 

by Celebration of Discipline author Rich-

ard Foster, Renovaré (the name Reno-

varé comes from the Latin word mean-

ing be renewed) is Christian in commit-

ment, ecumenical in breadth, and inter-

national in scope.  Its core ideas are Life 

with God, Availability of Godõs King-

dom, Necessity of Grace, Means of 

Grace, Balanced Vision of Life in Christ, 

and Practical Strategies for Spiritual 

Formation.   (For more information, see 

the Renovaré web site: http://

www.renovare.org/ ) 

Save the date!   

SATURDAY, JANUARY 19, 2013 -  

Renovaré Essentials Conference 



Weekly Events:  
 
Menõs Bible Study - Every Wednesday @ 6:45 a.m.  

The Menôs Bible Study group meets Wednesday mornings 
at 6:45 a.m. in the small dining room. A complimentary 
breakfast is served to all participants. All are invited.   

 

Exercise Class - Monday, Wednesday, & Friday  
The First Presbyterian exercise class, sponsored by 
the Health Ministry Committee, meets  Mondays at 
2:00 p.m., Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m., and Fridays at 
9:30 a.m. The leaders of this class are Janis Kish 
and Jane Foster. Classes are open to all ages, al-
though designed with the 55 year old and older age 
group in mind.   

Regular Events 
Prayer Partners for November  

The Prayer Partner Ministry provides sup-
port and encouragement through daily 
prayer. Members in this ministry agree to 
pray for and with their partner daily.  Per-
sonal contacts are also encouraged as a 
way to utilize the gift of prayer.  If you are 
interested in participating in this ministry, 
please contact the church office at  
706-884-4064.  
  

Becky Weilð Sharon Newton  
Margaret Maddoxð Rae Loyd 
Becky Mooreð Betsy Moultrie 
Sibyl Slagleð  Frankie Newman 
Polly Smithð  Lynda Brock  
Ginny Kyleð  Eileen Cowart 
Meredith Kennedyð  Kim Crawford 
Charles Maddox ï   Carolyn Baldwin 
Jo Fennð Judy Boggus 
Deb Parkerï  Bonita Stokes  
Dot Lancasterð  Suzanne Adams 
Ellen Buttsð  Gail Nichols 
Zelda Jonesð  Jeanie Ayers 
Helen Soderbergð Debbie Hutchinson 
Becky Donahueð Peggy Pulver 
Judy Yarbroughð Debbie Burdette 

Discoveries Snack Sacks 
 

On the last Thursday of each month, the Discoveries Class pro-

vides a sack, filled with nutritional, non-perishable food items, 

for soup kitchen recipients. They also include hygiene kits and 

would greatly appreciate donations of hygiene kits or individ-

ual items. Simply assemble hygiene items such as soap, 

shampoo, deodorant, toothbrushes, dental floss, cleansing 

wipes, combs, brushes, hand sanitizers, washcloths, tissues, 

into Ziploc bags to help us serve the basic needs of our com-

munity.  Items may be dropped off in the Snack Sack tub by 

the parlor.   

Help keep those in need warm during the                
cold -weather months!  

Discoveries is collecting new and/or gently  used blankets to dis-

tribute to FPC's soup kitchen recipients for Christmas.  At least 
100 blankets are needed so please take a peak into your linen 

closet! Please drop them into the labeled box by the parlor.    

The Pastorõs Luncheon will be on  
Monday, November 28th at 12:00 

noon in the Fellowship Hall  
 

Lunch is followed by a short  program and 
communion served by the pastors.  The 
price is $5.00 per person.  If you plan to at-
tend, call the church office at 706-884-4064.   
 

To our church family - - - 
My family and I want to express our grati-
tude to all of you for your many prayers, 
your concern, and support during Bob's long 
illness, as well as following his death. Your 
love and concern have been a true source of 
strength during these difficult times. We also 
want to thank the church staff for taking care 
of so many details, and making Bob's service 
go smoothly. What a privilege to be part of 
this church community!  
With love,  Judy Lawrence Do you love protecting Godôs natural resources? If so, 

the local office for the Chattahoochee Riverkeeper would 

love to have your help! They are looking for volunteers to 

help out in their office on the LaGrange downtown square. 

Volunteer opportunities are time and skill level flexible.   

If you are interested, please contact Jill Sistino at 

706.845.7429 or jsistino@ucriverkeeper.org. 

 

Jill Sistino 

Regional Outreach Manager 

mailto:jsistino@ucriverkeeper.org


Upcoming Events 
 

The PW coordinating team will meet Monday, 

November 14th at 9:00 in the meeting room.   
 

The General Meeting  will begin at 10:00 a.m. in 

the fellowship hall with a social time followed by 

a Bible Study on the Beatitudes led by Dr. De-

Celle. 

 

The November mission emphasis is small gifts for distribution 

to local nursing homes. 

Thanksgiving Baskets for Berta Weathersbee 

 

Members and groups are asked to donate $60 for Thanksgiving 

baskets to be given to families in need at our adopted school, 

Berta Weathersbee Elementary. Contributions of any amount 

will be appreciated and should be given to Jett Hudson by Fri-

day, November 11th.   

New Church Directory Coming Soon! 

We are excited to announce that we are 

going to create a new pictorial directory 

of our church family through Olan 

Mills.  The directory will help us to con-

nect names with faces.  It will be an ideal 

outreach tool and will capture the history 

of our church congregation.  Please par-

ticipate!  All that we ask is that you have 

your picture taken by the professional 

photographer and meet with a portrait 

consultant at the church.   

 

The scheduled dates for photography and 

viewing are December 7, 8, 9, 10 and 

January 4, 5, 6, 7.   Appointment times 

will be scheduled after worship on      

November 6, 13, and 20.   A $25 gift cer-

tificate will be given to each family who 

is photographed.   

  

Renovaré  (Continued from Page 1) 

Council representatives Carol Todd and Brenda Thomas were sent 

to represent the church at the conference and to determine if Reno-

var® was indeed a ògood fitó for our churchõs spiritual needs and 

doctrinal beliefs.  Carol and Brenda both returned from the confer-

ence inspired and enthusiastic about the program of Christian wor-

ship, education , and resources offered by the conference and eager to share their experiences with 

members of the church.  In consultation with Doug, a Planning Team was formed consisting of Carol 

Todd, Brenda Thomas, Oron Trotter, Joe Maltese, Debra Sargent, Melissa Stump.  This group has 

completed the Spiritual Formation Workbook, a resource for nurturing Christian growth given to partici-

pants of the Renovaré Essentials Conference.  In the meantime, several of our adult Sunday School 

classes have begun studying James Bryan Smithõs book The Good and Beautiful God, a resource recom-

mended by Renovaré. 

 

How can our congregation be involved?  

The Planning Team, under the able leadership of Carol Todd, has contracted with Renovaré events co-

ordinator Mickey Cox to host a Renovaré Essentials Conference, the first ever event held in the Southeast, 

for January 19, 2013.  In preparation for the event, the Planning Team would like to solicit the help of 

the Session, the Diaconate, the church councils and the congregation at large to become involved in 

planning for this event.                                                                                                 

                               (Continued on Page 8)          



Wednesday Night 

Wednesday Night Program for all ages 

at First Presbyterian Church 

Supper at 5:15 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 
 

¶ 5:15 - 6:00 p.m. Supper:  $5 for 6th grade - adult; $3 for 1st - 5th grades; No charge for 

children K & younger 

       Menu:      November 2nd:  Jambalaya 

     November 9th:   All-American 

     November 16th:  Chili Cool-Off 

     November 23rd:  HOLIDAY 

    November 30th:  Hot Chicken Salad 

¶ 5:15 p.m. - 5:40 p.m.  K, 1st, & 2nd Orffestra  

      5:45 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.  3rd, 4th, & 5th Orffestra 
 

¶ 6:15 - 7:00 p.m. Activities for all ages 

¥ Nursery available beginning at 5:15 p.m. 

¥ Classes for Pre-School - High School Youth 

¥ Discoveriesô Class meets in the Parlor with leader, 

Ricky Wolfe 

¥ ñGreat Themes in the New Testamentò with Dr. Bill 

Conine in the Session Room 

¥ Adult Class meets in the Fellowship Hall:  November 2: The Mormons led by 

Doug DeCelle; November 9: Julian Duttera trip to Holy Land; November 16: 

Mary Louise Griffin on growing up Mormon 
 

¶ 6:15 p.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal in the Choir Room 

 

 

Thank you to the Pippinôs and Dairy 

Queen (the Merrillôs and Van 

Schoorôs) for the new food processors 

that were donated to the kitchen!  

Wednesday Night  Halloween Fun!  



Childrenõs Sunday School 

Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart 

from it. (Proverbs 22:6)  

K- 5th Grade  
 

Location:   Third floor of the Gallant Building (Check the bulletin board for your room number)  
 

Time:  9:45am to 10:45am every Sunday      Age: Children who are  5 by 9/1/11 through 5th grade  
 

LOYAL LIVING: The Story of Ruth  
October 23rd through  November 20th  
 

Children follow Ruth from Moab to Bethlehem where she begins a new life with her mother-in-law, Naomi.  The 
children will learn what loyal living means by seeing Ruth loyally providing for 
Naomi.  They will see how Ruth and Naomi were faithful throughout their struggles.  
They also learn that Ruth and Naomi thanked God for their blessings by showing 
care and kindness to others.  They make a connection between Boaz being Ruthôs 
kinsmen redeemer to Jesus being ours. 
 

This unit includes Video, Media Production, Computer, Bible Knowledge, Math, 
and Puppetry workshops. 
 

Teachers:  Willis Blakely, Lucas Whitney, Jay Butts, Caroline Davidson, Kerri Vice, 
and Natalie Doerr. 

 

3 & 4 Year Old Class 
 

During Sunday school each week, your preschooler will learn Bible truths while playing games and participating in 
age appropriate activities. Sunday school is a great time for your preschooler to make friends, have fun, and build 
a spiritual foundation for life.   
 

This monthôs lessons:  Abraham and Sarah 
 

Like Abraham, preschoolers are on a lifelong journey to know God better.  At first, 
they donôt know what God is like.  But as they hear Bible stories and experience 
Godôs love, they begin to love and trust him.  As we reinforce the fact that God is with 
them every step of the way, they learn that God watches over the, just as he watched 
over Abraham.  During this monthôs lessons they will have fun learning about Godôs 
love as they travel with Abraham.. 
 

Children who are 3 or 4 years old as of 9/1/11 may join us in room 320 in the Gallant 
building at 9:45am.  Teachers:  Lynn Wolfe, Rebecca Henderson, and Emily 
Tomlinson.  

Fall Childrenôs Worship Schedule 
11/6 Broderick Solomon 

11/13 Davidson MaDan 

11/20 Woody Vice 

11/27 Patton  Knight 

12/04 Broderick Polk 

12/11 Patton  Robinson 

12/18 Zwilling  Headrick-Bailey 



Presbyterian Youth Connection 
Fall PYC Schedule  

 
 

¶ November 6:  Outdoor Youth Worship at Loyd Presbyterian  
6:00 p.m. 

¶ November 13:  Family Thanksgiving Dinner  6:00 p.m. 

¶ November 20:   Middle School Spaghetti Lunch Fundraiser 

¶ November 20:  Walk through Fantasy in Lights 

ñA Labor of Loveò High School PYC    

Fundraiser:  Help the youth raise money to 

help two families this Christmas by hiring a 

youth to help with household chores.  One 

Santaôs helper can be purchased for $20 for 2 

hours.  Two helpers can be purchased for $35 

for 2 hours.  The time schedule is flexible.  

Sign up in the breezeway between worship 

services.   

Our Middle School PYC, along with Loyd Presbyterian, had a 

great weekend at the Fall Retreat at Calvin Center!  Thanks to 

Paige Woody and Todd Yarbrough for chaperoning.   

Middle School  
Spaghetti Lunch Fundraiser  

   

Sunday November 20th  

    10:30am - 12:30pm   
Plates will be available in the Fellowship 
 Hall for dine -in or carry -out  

 $5 per ticket   

All money raised will help the middle school 
provide Christmas for our adopted family.  

Tickets will be available in the church office or 

on Wednesday nights and Sunday mornings.



Christian Education  
Family Advent Workshop  

Brought to you by the Christian  

Education Council  

WHEN:  Sunday, November 27, 5:00-6:30pm 

WHERE:  Fellowship Hall 

WHAT WILL WE DO AT THE FAMILY ADVENT WORKSHOP?  

We will discuss the meaning of Advent and light the first weekôs  Advent 

candle together.  Each family will make an advent wreath to take home.  

Other craft projects are designed to be keepsake crafts that can be used to 

decorate your home year after year.  They also make great gifts for grand-

parents or other family members.  We will end the evening with supper 

together.   

How do we help our children prepare their hearts during the  Advent 

season?  It requires an active decision to focus on preparing our hearts 

and homes for the coming Christ.  Join us as we celebrate this exciting 

time together. 

Welcome New Members! 

 

Welcome to Brandon and Maria Solomon and their chil-

dren, Belle, age 5 and Millan, age 3.  Brandon works in 

sales and Maria is a teacher at St. Markôs Kindergarten.  

They live at 713 Azalea Drive and their telephone number 

is 678-877-7990.   

Welcome to Stephanie Alexander and Tom Brown.   

Stephanie is an attorney in Pensacola, Florida and Tom is a 

retired Presbyterian minister.   They have purchased a home 

here in LaGrange and look forward to spending more time 

here.   Their LaGrange address is 120 Edgemont Dr.   


