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World War II Honor Flight   
September 22, 2009 

Inside First Presbyterian 

 One hundred veterans of 
WW II, accompanied by a large num-
ber of òGuardiansó were rewarded 
with a one-day journey to see the 
World War II memorial in Washing-
ton , D.C. and to see other notable 
memorials to American military he-
roes and statesmen. Following is an 
account of that marvelous day, fea-
turing some most welcome and un-
expected features. 
 The day began for the La-
Grange veterans with a send-off 
from the Presbyterian parking lot, 
where a 
l a r g e , 
ebullient 
crowd of 
relatives, 
f r i e n d s 
and civic 
leaders , 
( M a y o r 
L u k k en 
& 
C o u n t y 
Commis-
s i o n e r 
R i c k y 
W o l f e ) , 
a s s e m -
bled to 
ex pres s 
their love and appreciation of these 
old soldiers from òThe Greatest Gen-
erationó. Assembled at about five 
A.M., there were prayers, shouts of 
joy and good wishes, and hot coffee 
toasts to the veterans. When the last 
of the 10 veterans arrived, they with 
their òguardiansó jammed into the 
Church Bus, and took off behind the 
blinking blue lights of the police es-

cort which would take them all the 
way to the Columbus Airport. At 
Jones Cross Road, they were joined 
by another bus carrying a similar 
load of veterans and guardians from 
Valley, Alabama. The LaGrange bus 
was entered by the Sheriff of Harris 
County, who brought welcome and 
good wishes from the folks of Harris 
County.  
 A trace of daylight was pre-
sent by the time we reached the Air 
Terminal at Columbus. On entering 
the terminal we were astonished to 

see two 
lines of 
y o u n g 
u n i -
f o r m e d 
s o l d i e r s 
creating a 
c o r r i do r 
for our 
approach 
to the 
chec k- in 
examina-
tions sta-
t i o n . 
T h e s e 
y o u n g 
men and 
w o m e n 

soldiers, standing stiffly with a hand 
salute to these old timers whom they 
came to greet. And there came the 
sound of a military band, filling the 
space with stirring marches and soft 
love songs from the 40õs. And then 
the many civilians reaching out to 
give a hand-shake and a shout of 
ò T h a n k s  a n d  g o o d 
luck!ó             (Continued on Page 14)  


