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Pastor: Dr. Doug DeCelle

New Topics Slated for Fall Adult Education

September 11"™ marks the start of the adult education program at First Presbyte-

rian. Our congregation currently features no less than eight adult classes—all scheduled

to be in full swing on the eleventh.

The historic Men’s Bible Class, meeting
in third floor room 314, plans to con-
tinue their use of video lessons, cur-
rently featuring Bart Ehrman of the Uni-
versity of North Carolina. Ehrman is a
biblical scholar who specializes in
Christian beginnings—how the New
Testament came to be and other Chris-
tian literature of the early Church.

The KYB (Know Your Bible) women’s
class, meeting in their traditional hide-
away room #2035, will be studying the
Book of Proverbs under Jan Carnes’
leadership. This course’s core idea is
that following God’s guidance keeps a
person secure regardless of life’s ups
and downs. The KYB Class is another
long-term fellowship with a rich tradi-
tion of fellowship and serious Bible
study. The ladies meet regularly for a
social luncheon. Of late the luncheon
has been held at Vernon Woods so that
as many of the class members as possi-
ble can be together.

The Gospel class, which retains strong
attendance through the summer is cur-
rently pondering its next topic which
will be in full swing by September 11".
Among the choices are video selections
from the popular teacher and theolo-
gian, R. C. Sproul; a video presentation
of Rick Warren’s popular book, The
Purpose Driven Life; and a study of fa-

mous 20th century academic, medieval-

ist, lay theologian, and Christian
apologist C. S. Lewis.

Curiously enough, the Bible Explor-
ers, under my leadership, will be
studying one of C. S. Lewis’ most
read arguments for Christian faith—
Mere Christianity. The Bible Ex-
plorers is a multi-age group, origi-

nally formed to emphasize biblical
study. The group represents at least
two class mergers, most recently
with the Generations Class. They
meet in Room 322 a recently modi-
fied space that houses a cheerful
Montessori Class during the week.

The Fellowship Class, possibly our
largest class, which meets in the
small dining room, will be enjoying
one of its favorite teachers--Joff
Brock. Joff will be teaching, now
for the second time, James Bryan
Smith’s book: The Good and Beauti-
ful God. This book is noteworthy
because it has been read by several

church members, mostly in prepara-
tion for a conference on personal
spirituality, scheduled to take place
in our church in January 2013.

The Celebrations—our 40-
somethings group—will enjoy the
leadership of Brenda Thomas as she

presents her take on Smith’s book,
The Good and Beautiful God.
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Weekly Events:

Men’s Bible Study - Every Wednesday @ 6:45 a.m.
The Men’s Bible Study group meets Wednesday mornings

at 6:45 a.m. in the small dining room. A complimentary
breakfast is served to all participants. All are invited.

Exercise Class - Monday, Wednesday, & Friday
The First Presbyterian exercise class, sponsored by
the Health Ministry Committee, meets Mondays at
2:00 p.m., Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m., and Fridays at
9:30 a.m. The leaders of this class are Janis Kish
and Jane Foster. Classes are open to all ages, al-
though designed with the 55 year old and older age
group in mind.

Thursday Lunch Program
Many thanks to all those who eagerly volunteered to join the
Thursday Lunch Program on a regular basis!

Good News! There are still opportunities to share your time &
talents within this worthy mission by volunteering occasionally
as a substitute. From time to time, regular volunteers have to
fulfill other obligations. You'll be a blessing to regular volun-
teers & recipients of your service all while enjoying a meaning-
ful experience.

Please contact juliepatton76@hotmail.com if you'd like to be
added to either the Meals on Wheels Driver Substitute List or

Lunch Program Substitute List or would like additional informa-

tion about this wonderful opportunity.

Prayer Partners for September
The Prayer Partner Ministry provides sup-
port and encouragement through daily
prayer. Members in this ministry agree to
pray for and with their partner daily. Per-
sonal contacts are also encouraged as a
way to utilize the gift of prayer. If you are
interested in participating in this ministry,
please contact the church office at
706-884-4064.

Becky Weil— Debbie Burdette
Margaret Maddox— Peggy Pulver
Becky Moore— Sharon Newton
Sibyl Slagle— Rae Loyd

Polly Smith— Betsy Moultrie
Ginny Kyle— Frankie Newman
Meredith Kennedy— Lynda Brock
Charles Maddox — Eileen Cowart
Jo Fenn— Kim Crawford

Deb Parker— Carolyn Baldwin

Dot Lancaster— Judy Boggus
Ellen Butts— Bonita Stokes
Zelda Jones— Suzanne Adams
Helen Soderberg— Gail Nichols
Becky Donahue— Jeanie Ayers
Judy Yarbrough— Debbie Hutchinson

Discoveries Snack Sacks

On the last Thursday of each month, the Discoveries Class
provides a sack, filled with nutritional, non-perishable
food items, for soup kitchen recipients. They also include
hygiene kits and would greatly appreciate donations of hy-
giene kits or individual items. Simply assemble hy-
giene items such as soap, shampoo, deodorant,
toothbrushes, dental floss, cleansing wipes, combs,
brushes, hand sanitizers, washcloths, tissues, into Ziploc
bags to help us serve the basic needs of our commu-
nity. Items may be dropped off in the Snack Sack tub by the
parlor.

The Pastor’s Luncheon will be on
Monday, September 26th at
12:00 noon in the Fellowship Hall

Lunch is followed by a short program
and communion served by the pastors.
The price is $5.00 per person. |If you
plan to attend, call the church office at
706-884-4064.

Volunteer Opportunity
Tammy McCants, a local school nurse, is look-
ing for volunteers to help with vision and hearing
screenings at Franklin Forest Elementary on
September 1st at 8:00 a.m. and Gardner New-
man Middle on November 1st at 8:00 a.m.
There will also be plenty of other schools that
need volunteer help with vision and hearing. If
you are interested in helping, please contact
Tammy at tmccants@troup.org.
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CALLING ALL WOMEN!

The Presbyterian Women is a group
of ladies, of all ages, who meet once
a month for fellowship, Bible study,
and support of local and world-wide

mission.

The first meeting of the year will be:
Monday, September 12th
10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall
The program will be presented by Dr. Danny Guy on
his recent trip to Haiti.
Lunch to follow for $3 per person.

For more information about the Presbyterian
Women, please contact:

Moderator - Anita Holle
® Vice—Moderator - Sara Richards

Secretary - Patsy Griffin

L) @ -

\/ Personal Faith - Anne Pope Seay
prm N .
—= Home Circle - Helen Soderberg
Programs - Lynn Wolfe
PRESBYTERIAN  Social Chair - Debbie Hutchinson
WOMEN

Treasurer - Sibyl Slagle
We hope to see you on September 12th!

Food Drive for LaGrange Personal Aid
Food Closet during September

The shelves are bare at the local Food
Closet at LaGrange Personal Aid. Please
drop off canned and dry food in the box
by the elevator on the first floor of the
Fellowship Hall or the front office during
the month of September.

CONCERNED ABOUT OUR ETHICAL AND MORAL
BREAKDOWN?

Join a nationwide simulcast of Doing the Right Thing (DtRT)
Saturday morning starting at 9:30am September 24, 2011 at
First Baptist. DtRT explores the ethical and moral breakdown
that is assaulting culture from all sides.

There is a 6 part DVD series that will be introduced during the
simulcast that would be a terrific Sunday School series. It was
filmed at Princeton University and features questions by Prince-
ton students to a well know panel of experts who are hosted by
Brit Hume. Panelists and guests include Dr Robert George,

Chuck Colson, Joni Eareckson Tada, Ben Stein and many others.

For more information about DtRT visit
www.doingtherightthing.com and for more information on the
September 24 event visit www.doingtherightthingevent.com.
Additionally you can contact Jeff Brown at 706-302-8961 or
jbrown@comp-search.com.

Submitted by Jeff Brown
Chairman LaGrange Committee Doing the Right Thing
Member First Presbyterian Church

Outreach to
Berta
Weathersbee
Elementary

First Presbyterian

Church will serve

as a Partner in

Education

with Berta Weathersbee Elementary School again

this year.

e Berta Day: September 18th Covered dish
luncheon following worship for church mem-
bers and Berta staff.

e If you would like to sign up to volunteer at
Berta, volunteer forms are located in the Nar-
thex. We need as many volunteers as possi-
ble to help out in the classrooms this year.

o If you would like to contribute school sup-
plies for Berta the following is a list of
needed items...Book bag, pencil box or zipper
pouch, crayons, colored pencils, #2 pencils,
glue sticks, scissors, pencil top erasers and
wide ruled notebook paper. Hand sanitizer
& tissues are high priority items. Place sup-
plies in the container in the front office.

3D Journeys at LaGrange College
Monday, September 26
10:00 a.m. in the Dickson Assembly Room

This preview of the 2012 program will serve as
an introduction to the 2012 series, “Old Ireland
in New Way”. For more information or lecture
reservations, call 706-880-8244 or e-mail
3DJourneys@lagrange.edu.
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SPIRIT NIGHT!!
Wednesday, September 7th

Wednesday Night Program for all ages
at First Presbyterian Church
Supper at 5:15 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

WEAR YOUR TEAM COLORS!!

Wednesday Night Schedule
e 5:15-6:00 p.m. Supper: $5 for 6th grade - adult; $3 for 1st - Sth
grades; No charge for children K & younger
¥ 5:15 p.m. - 5:40 p.m. K, 1st, & 2nd Orffestra
¥ 5.45 p.m. - 6:15 p.m. 3rd, 4th, & 5th Orffestra
Menu: September 7th: Tailgate - Fried Chicken (w/ Baked Chicken Option)
September 14th: Mexican Night

September 21st: Poppyseed Chicken
September 28th: Herbed Pork Loin

e 6:15-7:00 p.m. Activities for all ages
¥ Nursery available beginning at 5:15 p.m.
¥ Classes for Pre-School - High School Youth
¥ Discoveries’ Class meets in the Parlor with leader, Ricky Wolfe

¥ “Great Themes in the New Testament” with Dr. Bill Conine in the
Session Room

¥ “The World Jesus Knew” - September program for adults in the Fellowship
Hall presented by Explorations in Antiquity

e 6:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal in the Choir Room




drends Sunjday

K- 5th Grade

Location: Third floor of the Gallant Building (Check the bulletin board for your room number)

Time: 9:45am to 10:45am every Sunday  Age: Children who are 5 by 9/1/11 through 5th grade

CHARACTER COUNTS: The Story of Joshua
September 18th through October 16th

Character counts! Children will learn that their character counts in leading their daily
lives. Joshua’s example of an obedient leadership will help them learn how faithful lead-
ers can bring about new beginnings. As children follow Joshua from entering the Prom-
ised Land to his farewell address, they will learn about the qualities of a good leader who
trusts and obeys God.

This unit includes Game, Bible Knowledge, Video, cooking, and computer workshops.

Teachers: Willis Blakely, Lucas Whitney, Jay Butts, Caroline Davidson, Kerri Vice, and
Natalie Doerr.

‘ 3 & 4 Year Old Class

During Sunday school each week, your preschooler will learn Bible truths while playing games and participating in
age appropriate activities. Sunday school is a great time for your preschooler to make friends, have fun, and build

a spiritual foundation for life.
This month’s lessons: Noah

Preschoolers are anxious to gain independence. They're proud of each new
skill and eager to show you all the things that they’ve learned to do on their
own. But when they’re confronted with a new and scary situation, they’ll run
to a trusted adult for comfort and shelter. They need to know that Good of-
fers comfort and shelter through all the storms of life, and that they, like
Noah, can trust God to watch over them and care for them with a loving
hand.

Children who are 3 or 4 years old as of 9/1/11 may join us in room 320 in the Gallant building at 9:45am. Teach-
ers: Lynn Wolfe, Rebecca Henderson, and Emily Tomlinson.

Fall Childrenbés Worship S¢hedul
09/04 Woody Jones 10/02 Broderick  Madan
09/11 Broderick ~ Robinson 10/09 Davidson ~ Robinson
09/18 Davidson  Wolfe 10/16 Sistino Knight .
09/25 Patton Solomon 10/23 Woody Headrick-Bailey
10/30 Patton Robinson

N -_—_——aay



Presbyterian Y otith Cgnnection

Youth-Parent Supper-Bi g Sambés BBC
Sunday, September 11th
6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

Come join us as we kick off the new year! We will be filling out
medical releases and filling up spaces for conferences and retreats.

Fall PYC Schedule

e Sunday, September 11th: Kick-Off Supper 6:00 p.m.

e September 16-17: High School Retreat at Stone Mountain
e September 17-18: Middle School Lock-In at the Church

e Sunday, September 25: Supper / Bible Study 6:00 p.m.

e QOctober 1-2: High School Destination Unknown Retreat
e Sunday, October 2: Supper / Middle School Bible Study 6:00 p.m.

e QOctober 7-9: Middle School Retreat at Calvin Center
e October 9: High School Preparation for Day at the Farm

VACATION IN
GODO® S
CREATION!

Thanks to everyone
who helped with our
Summer Sunday
School Program!




Child Care employees Caroline, Marissa and Cokena helped FPC pack hundreds of paper bags with items
that were collected during VBS. The bags are given to walk-ins that come to the church in search of a snack.

Child Care Board meeting
Fiona Westmoreland, Amanda Brown, Lynn Wolfe,
Kim Brown, Leown Newman and Stacy Weldon,
Lisa Sapp in attendance but not pictured

We are often asked if there are things we can use at the center. During our last board meeting we were asked to make a
list for the newsletter. We hope you might have a few of these things around the house. We can never have enough of
these items.

*Plastic grocery bags

*Scoops or anything that could be used in the sandbox (pots, buckets, shovels, detergent scoops, spoons etc.)

*Dress up clothes for Toddlers- 3&4 year olds such as old Halloween outfits...not scary ones though please

*Plastic cookware to use for pretend play with the kitchen sets

*Puzzles, toys, books, balls, sing along CDs

*Batteries

*Kleenex

*Hand Sanitizer

*Pencils

*Pens

*Scratch Paper

***We can not use stuffed animals in the center.***



® Finally, the Discoveries Class, our thirty-somethings will be continuing their “Life Truths Series.” The fall
session is "Finding Your Balance and What Really Matters: Lessons from Moses". The Discoveries Class is
our only adult group that meets twice a week during the program season. On Wednesday evenings, their
long-time teacher, Ricky Wolfe will be guiding the class. The Wednesday topic will be announced.

® The Seekers, our 50-somethings, are finalizing their topic choice at this writing.

The winter quarter will be much less complex. Our practice over the last several years has been to focus
on a book or theme from the Bible and for several of the classes to study it concurrently. This winter’s theme is:
“Out of Babylon: A Study of Exile.” I’m very excited about working on this topic, one that is of huge impor-
tance for biblical faith but not studied nearly enough. The term “exile” refers to the ancient practice of conquer-
ing armies forcing the leadership class of vanquished societies to relocate and live with the victorious civiliza-
tion. Babylon, for example, forced much of the citizenry of Judah to settle in Babylonia. Designed to annihilate
a culture, the Exile of Judah resulted in a deepening and strengthening of the Jewish faith. Much of the Old Tes-
tament was developed during the Exile. And the Jewish people began their long-term identity as a people with-
out a country. Our plan is to explore the Exile through December, January, and February, and to mine its riches

for living the Christian life today.

In Christ, Doug DeCelle

First Presbyterian Church Non-profit Org.
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